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The Remarkable Case of George Mitchell, Who for Weeks
Relentlessly Followed Edward Creffield, “Joshua” of the
“High Rollers,” the Man Who Had Ruined His Two Sisters
in the Name of Religion, and Finally Shot Him to Death on

One of the Principal Business Streets of Seatle, Wash.

ton there is an Intense
feeling of sympathy for
and Indorsement of the
actlon of George Mitchell
in slaving Edmund Creffield. Mr,
Mitchell Is a peor young man and he
needs financial assistance. Many of
our prominent citlzens are taking the
initiative and are contributing.
“The Gazette will recelve contribu-
tions and receipt for the same.
“Help the boy in his trouble.”
Probably no more remarkable ap-
peal than this, published in the Cor-
vallis, Ore., Gazette four days after
the murder referred to, WAS ever
printed in an American newspaper. IL
was addressed to that portion of the
law-abiding American public which
makes up the sovereign States of

HROUGHOUT the States
“ I l ot Or:gon and Washing-

Oregon and Washington. And there
{8 no doubt that the appeal will meet
with a ready response. For there is

every inclination to ‘“‘help the boy
in his trouble.”

Oregon has of late been having the
same trouble with the new religious
sect known as the “Holy Rollers”
that Michigan had some years &ago.
It has tried repeatedly and valnly to
drive them out. Their precepts and
their practices were felt to be injuri-
ous to the moral health of the com-
munity And they were spreading
like some loathsome disease not only
over Oregon, but into Washington,
blighting llves, breaking up homes,
leaving ruin and desolation In their
trail.

The *““Holy Rollers,” so-called be-
c.use the names of their elect are

fnseribed on the Holy Rolls, first
made thelr appearance in Detroit,
Mich., about fifteen years ago. Like
nearly all the freak religions that

have troubled these United States of
recent years, they have made no
headway in the East But they have
gpread through the West and Mlddle
West until they are said to number
about 150,06. One of their stronghol?s
has been in Northern Oregon and in
the adjoining State of Washington,
and all efforts to dislodge them have
been in vain

Their founder and chief saint was
a certain Michael Miller, known to
the faitful as Prince Mike He estab-
lished himself In Detroit originally,
i soon had a considerable following
Frince Mike was violently op-
Eventually Fkis

and
there
posed to race suicide.
on this subject, or, more par-

his practices, created a
He was arrested and his fol-
lowers @riven out of Detroit. After
this hlow the community languished
and drooped, until the arri al on t'he
scene of a new leader, Prince Benja-
min., who with his wife Mary took the
colony in hand and put things on a
pew basis In the colony.

Before his elevation to the rank of
prince in Israel—tha “Holy Rollers™ call
themselves Israelites, though there is
not a Hebrew among them—Benjamin
and his wife Mary answered m_!he
name of Purnell. They hail from Ken-
tucky. They hadspent thelr lives as iun-
erani preachers 1@ anyvbody and every
body, until they came across the droep-
ing colony of Rollers at Benton Har-
bor, Mich., three or four yvears ago.
Benjamin became chief saint, and made
Mary. his wife, second ip command.
He rapidly issued orders that changed
the habits of the colony and infused
new life. He discarded his last name
and ordered the faithful to do like-
wise. All marriage was forbldden, and
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feel sory for him I knew he wanted
80 1ing As a rule I turn off these
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I listenad o what this old man had to
sa) ‘Mavbe vou have some furniture
that vou would like polished,” said he
‘1’11 do a good job for you If you have
something of that Kkind, sir I don't
like to go around this way bothering
pecople, but 1I'm not able to do a full
day's work in the factory like I used
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hushands and wives were made to llve
apart. All polygamy and scandals
were promptly endeggd.

Meanwhile the Oregon colony clung
to the original faith, with all its ob-
Jectlonable features, as expounded by
Prince Mike. Their leader was Franz
Edamund Crerfleld, seif styled “Joshua,”
whose recent murder by George
Mitchell, resultea {n the appeal printed
above. Mitchell’s trial in the superior
court of King's county, Washington,
began last week, John Manning, prose-
cuting attorney of Multnomah county,
Oregon, was among the first to offer
testimony in behalf of Mitchell

The practices which Creffleld in-
dulged in under the name of religion
nearly led to hls lynching at Corvallis
several years ago, and he was com-
pelled to leave the place at night and
hide himself. He was captured sev-
eral days later and sentenced to a term
in the Oregon penitentiary, As soon
as he was released he returned to Cor-
vallls and gathered the remnant of his
following, among them the two sisters
of young Mitchell, in an attempt to
reorganize the Holy Rollers, but he
was agaln forced to flee for his life to
escape the wrath of the citizens.

Creffield was shot bv Mitchel!l on one
of the principal business streests of Se-
attle on May 7, after a chase of several
weeks. The slayver made no attempt
to escape, and after he was placed in
Jail young Mitchel] sald that the deed
was done to avenge the ruin of his two
sisters by the Holy Roller leader.

Immediately after his arrest Mitchell
sent the followgng telegram to the
father-in-law of his victi'a, Q. V. Hurt,
of Corvallis:

“I've got my man. I'ra in Jail here.”

Bince that time he hes retained the
same coolness that characterized his
first act, declaring at all times that his
econscience 1s perfectly clear and ap-
parently belleving ti.at he has done no
more than to kill a wild beast; and.
aside from some of th- followers of
the Holy Roller leader, the people of
Corvallis and other = gon  towns
where an attempt was made to estah-
lish the faith have offered to testify
In Mitchell's defense and otherwise
come to his aid. In all thirty witnesses
from Oregon have been summoned to
appear at the trial, and testimony of
the most startling nature will be in-
troduced regarding the practices ear-
ried out by the following that accepted
Creffield as thelr Jeador.

Among other things the Holy Rell-
ers belleved that i was sinful to wear
clothes, and whenever ny of his fol-
lowers appeared before “Joshua" they
first removed every article of wearing
apparel. Many of his victims are now
in the insane asvium, among them the
motheér of the woman to whom he was
twice married

The following also balieved that he
was Jesus Christ., anad after his death
his wife, who was with him on the
Street when he was shot, clung to the
belief that he would arise again.

It was to her father, O. V.
well-known citizen of Corvallis, that
Mitchell wired that he had got his
man, and was in jail. Mr, Hurt has
branded the Holy Roller leader as a
flend and deseribed some of the awful
scenes that were enacted by his fan-
atical following

After ruining the two sisters of
young Mijtchell, Creflield managed to
keep them In his power and they were
among the first to return to his lead-
ership when he was released from the
Oregon penitentiary. One of them says

Hurt, a
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‘ “Yes. come righ said 1. Y
iust he vé mar N e 1
for My nall b t y
took toy train i A road
track t of the t ol I "t
He scratched some ! \ tna
finish off, and we're ery glad t LV €
voun come and do it Here is the
davenport right here,’ said I to him
How much will it be worth for you to
ix it up?

. "}“ I ca io that for & ents,” sald
the old m It will take me only a
couple of hours or s«

“Well, now, let me tell 3 friends
T fat r before we wa t ore time
a worky it the be 1 and 1 kind of
thought that I wo n't like for my
sister to have . he supported in this
W so 1 fd 1 the oid man, You
make r real good ob of it and I'll
give vou a dollar Every once in a
whil we |y 1 a litt something of
this k 1 de » and you be sure to come
around occasiogally and we will save
the work for vou I don't helieve ex
actly in gliving mQnev to people ou
right, but if vou can ma ge to throw
a little work in the way of the needy
I don’t think §'s a bad thing to do.

"“"Another time when the old gentle-
man was polis' ing table for me, he
said, 'l worked for thirty-five vears for
one firn i was in the polishing de
partmen You see, I know how to do
this work even If I am seventy-six
vears old. But the rheumatism got a
grip on me and I huad to lay off once
for ahbout three months They put in
another man to take my place and

when I went back and told them I was
ready to work again, the foreman said
to me—and it almost broke my heart—
*Well, Mr. Travis, I guess we won't

she hopes her brother will live long
enough to repent before he is hanged.
She refuses to visit him.

In some manner Creffield managed
to retain a hold on his following once
they were inftiated into the Holy Roll-
er belief, and all efforts of the rela-
tives of the two Mitchell girls to
sever the relations were vain. Such
was the history of Creffeld's connee-
tion with several other vierims.

A letter was recelved only recently
in Seaitle from a young woman of
Cottage Grove, Ore., whose parents
were among the Holy Roller leader's
foliowing. In which she declares the
death of Creflield at the time it oe-
curred saved the lives of nine young
girls who were under his power. The

have a

place for you here gny more
You are getting so old that yvou can't
do much, and then vou are ailing with
rheumatism, and we can't count on
you Business is business, you know
Your children oyght to begin to take
care for vou now, anvway.' ‘But, I
haven't but one child and she's a
widowed daughter with five little chil-

dren,' said 1. ‘Can’'t you give me some-
thigg to do? *No; 1 was talking to
the management about that,” said the
foreman—he was a hard-hearted kind
of fellow anyway, just the sort that
the company wanted in that place—
nd the old man said that he didn't
want any one just puttering around,
that he wanted people to work for him
who ecould work. There's no use argu-
ing the ease. That's the end of it,” and
away he turned. There I had worked
for that firm for thirty-five years, and
when ! was over seventy vears old and
not able to do anvthing much bhnt
polish furniture. they turned me away
I had just a dime in my pocket that

morning and that was every cent there
was between me and starvation But
I'm doing pretty well now. I'm getting
lots of good customers all around.’

‘You shall always have a good cus-
tomer here,’ answered I. *We'll save
the work for you.'

‘Well, I got to thinking about that
old man as I went down toward my
factory, and 1 made up my mind that
i* anvone had worked for me for
thirtv-five years and Jf he were 'n
trouble, I would help him out. And
then | began to think that there was

perhaps a sort of a duty resting upon
look after the welfare of my
emploves,

“You know the place where ] take
my meals and sleep Is not my home,
altogether, anyway. In my factory I
epend most of my hours when [ am
awake My workmen whom [ nieet
are my real friends and club men. It
is in my factory that my interest
centers. Of course I love my family
and all that, but my real home is not
the place where the lawn is—my fac-
tory is my home.”

“Well, don't you profit by close asso-
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writer maintained that the practices
in which they were compelled to take
part would have soon resuited in their
death.

The strong feeling which prevails In
Oregon that the shooting was ‘ustified
was proved by the offers of aid that
were received from all over the State,
and by the readiness of scores of peo-
ple to furnish information regarding
the pracilees of the Holy Rollers, un-
der the leadership of Joshua. that are
almost bevond bellef and which brand
the dead man as a degenerate of a
siripe without a parallel

Since the killing of Creffield the
remnant of his followers has been
scattered, but there are still a few of
the fanatics who continue to assert

“Because I Have Been to Germany, and
it Wouldn’t Hurt You to Take
the Trip.”
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his own workinen And no man in
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that he has arisen from the dead and
will be heard from when the right time
arrives

Meanwhile, the Michigan colony—
which is really the parent colony—
having repented of its evil ways, Is

allowed to live unmolested at Benton
Harbor, laughed at as a community
of cranks, but tolerated, and even,
after a fashion, respected as a thrifty,
hard-werking settlement. They are
convinced that the world is coming to
an end in August 1916—just ten years
henece. It is not go'ng to run into the
sun, or do any other weird astronomi-
cal stunt, it is going to be over-
whelmed in a second flood, and Prince
Penjamin, who claims to be a rein-
carnaticn of Noah, is building a sec-
ond ark to save his chosen people
when the time comes.

As the ark is not intended to sail on
ordinary waters, there is no need of
building it near the water. There-
fore the Holy Rollers have picked out
a econvenient sheltered littie wvalley,
far back from the water, wher2 the
craft will remain high and dry until

the second fined. When the fiood ar-
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“Well, in what way did he treat his
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rives the ark will be ready, and all
the faithful people and such antmals
as are deemed worthy are to come in
out of the rain.

The reincarnated Noah is to stand on
the gang plank and shout the names
which at that time appear on the
“Holy Rolls.”” These are kept,in a
small shanty, called a tabernacle in
the center of the City of David, as
they call thelr little settlement. No-
body but Prince Benjamin is permitted
to enter this tabernacle. As each
name 18 called the faithful one in an-
swer will walk up the gang plank to
the ark. When the last Israelite is
safely on board the gang plank will be
pulied in.

Then the animals will be summoned.
Thelr names will appear on a special
“Holy Roll."”" They are to enter a
great door near the bow to the quar-
ters assigned to them., The first speci-
fications called for apartments for
every living creature on the face of
the earth, like the anclent craft.

But there was difficulty in finding
room for so many “Israelites’ and
animals, too. Then. “Benjamin” had
a divine communication to the effect
that God didn’t care verv much about
certain animals of great bulk, such
as the elephant, rhinoceros, and polar
bear. The original Noah had left the
mammoth and the big dinosaurs out’
of the original ark, by Divine permiis-
sion, and for similar reasons, thereby
causing their extinction, DBenjamin
explained. The plans have been re-
vised, excluding, o¢ne after another,
most of the big and savage animals.

Finally the prophet recelved word
that the whole snake family had
gerved their purpose on earth and
could be left to swim or sink. This
was to be positively the last change,
Henjamin stated to his men. How-
ever, he was mistaken.

Mary, the wife of the “‘prophet,’”” had
a communication thal the mice, rats,
spiders, fleas, moths, cockroaches,
mosquitoes, flles, ants, and many
other obnoxious little animals and in-
seCcls were not to be slripmates on the
ark.

There was much debate between the
“prophet”™ and his spouse as to
whether or not she had rightly under-
siood the divine message. Mary pre-
valled in the end, so that there {8 now
0 doubt that none of ghese creatures
i1l survive except, haps, as stow-
IWAaYSs,

Germs of all kinds have served their
yurpose. After the 1916 flood there are
to be none. All the animals are to be
washed with diluted carbolic acid, dog
soap and various other disinfectants
before occeupying their quarters in the
ark, which is to be thoroughly ant-
septic.

The “Holy Rollers” wili also go
through a thorough sterilization pro-
cess, €ven to the fumigation of their
luxuriant bheards

The size and proportions of the new

ark are to follow those of the old as
closely as the chief of the Holy
hollers can approximate them from

Biblical narrative. The length is to be
450 feet, the width 75 feet, the height
from keel to upper deck & feet, these
being the dimensions of the ancient
ark according to the consensus of
archaeological opinion. But there are
to be certain innovations and improve-
ments on Noah's design. As Benja-
min expects the craft to be guided
wholly by Providence, there is no
need of sail or rudder. But there will
be a great amount of work to be done
aboard ship. and for this reason it
would be well to have power ahoard.
Stee]l girders are to be used i.. sev-
eral places to simplify some of Noch's
ancient problems

The prophet decided to ereet a small
windmill In one end of the ark, which
would pump water aboard to .wash
out the cages of the animals asd then
pump it all out of the hold again, be-
sldes belng useful in case of a jeak.

An enterprising agent for a gaso-

defend this man who killedms sisTers BETRAFR

lene engine company came from
Grand Rapids lately and had a long
interview with the prophet and his
wife, with the result that a twelve
horse-power engine is likely to take
the place of the windmill

The prophet's better half 4id not
approve of having gasolene on bhoard
ship, especiaily as It is made by such
an unregenerate as Mr. Rockefeller.

The prophet went into the taber-
nacle and laid the sacred “commun-
ing cloth” on his face, while the
engine agent explatned to Mary that
his engine was 80 docile that it could
be geared to her sewing machine, that
it didn't make any smell and that the
gasclene could be kept up forward
among the skunks and foxes, where
nobody would notice the smell

After a long walt the prophet ecame
out of the tabernacle and announced
the message he had received. It
would be all right to have an explo-
gion engine In the ark and there
would be no trouble from the gaso-
lene, but the price was too high—was
the gist of the communiecation.

8o that one may sgee any day in the
weck a score of men hard at work

uilding this great ark. Just outside
of the Holy Rollers’ colonv at Ben-
ton Harbor, Mich. Nearby is a small
magazine, where Benjamin is collect-
ing the animals destined to be saved
from the flood. According to last re-
ports his menagerie, slowly acquir-d
a8 opportunity offers,
Two goats, Nanny
monkeys, two pigs, two cockatoos
two paraquets, two vellow legs, twt;
bullfroge, 1wo humming birds. two
Belgian hares and a dancing bear.

Of course there is no money in build-
ing arks nowadaye. This “"Community
of Modern Israel.,” as the Holy Roil-
ers prefer to call themselves. earn
their living by working the 3% acres
of as pretty and fertile country as is
to be found in the United States. In
the gardens and orchards grow choice
vegetables and frults, so much In ex-
cess of their own needs that their
revenue from outside sales is mors
than suficient to meet all expenses,
What they can neither sell or con-
sume they can in the extensive ean-
ning factories which are a featurs of
the colonv.

All the people are vegetarians. They
believe the body, as well as the soul,
must be saved, so they refuse to de-
file their badies by eating meat, for
meat is unclean. They are much out
in the open and go early to bed. risa
early, work hard, and are fine speci-
mens of robust manhood.

The men sll wear soft, brown hats,
much like the hats worn by United
States cavalrymen. Some of the eild-
ers braid their long whiskers to avoid
getting them mixed yp in thelr work.
The women, voung and old, wear their
long halr loosely. When in gala attire
they affect poke bonnets, woven of
grass and colored gorgeously. Some
of the women possesg rich fewels, but
wear them only on state occasions.

Prophet Renjamin is a tall man,
forty-five years old, with long, jet-
black %air and beard £nd a face that
remains ghastly white {n spite of
months of outdoor life, which have
tanned the features of all his follow-
©TS. ‘Tlm prophet, with plans ana
gpecifications In his hand, directs the
men in their extraordinary piece of
shipbuilding.

is as follows:
and Eillv: two

When convertz join the community
of Modern Israelites they are required
1o agree to live separstelv
wives and children, \
children,

from their
or husbands ani
as the case may be. Un-
married converts are required te
pledge themselves never to acquire
husbands, wives, ar o}

Everything

fldren.

is held in common.
rule appllies to children. There
are children among the members of
the Holy Rollers, but they are not per-
mitted to be much In evidence. It
one asks whose children they are, he

gets the answer that they belong to
the communiuy. °
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“And the eld K1 lid stop
with making homes for his people. He
also built hospitals and emp)
siclans and attendants look tlel
them, When anvone in the tow would
become sick. they wire frea t g0 to
the ‘,’-‘.‘;':T.a. and ! ¢ . { itme
The ho pital was not used 1 Secreta
men injured In the works and ks« p
them from friends and legal lvisers.
as are the hospitals in some of the big

American plan

“He also built libraries and stockasd
them with thousands of books. He caw
that all the children in the town went
to good clean, sanitary schools ynd

when these children grew up he n:iade
it possible for them to
early age, and
own little families, This great nan.”

continued the German, warming un at

marrv at an
to be able to raisas their

ter the manner of his race. “also ! »ol
ed after the pleasure of his |

When ;u-np]n have pleasant pastimes
they take a greater interest in their
labor The trouble with most of the
men who employ great forces of men
and girls is that all they seek for and
all they care for is to get work—work—

out of them. I fear from what 1 see
of vour American Institutions, gentle
men, that yvou have not in any very
great degree ‘mproved upon the con-

old world

“Yes sir: that grand old man look-
ed after the pleasure of his people,
He built
which they could dance;
house where they could
their parties, so that the young peo-
ple. formed literary clubs and musical
organizations; and things like that. He
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(Chapter V, “The Profi

ality,” will appear in next Sunday's

issue.)
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death of an interesting link with the
Bohemians of the Lat Quarter of six-
ty years ago—Mme De rs whose
mailden name was S 1 whose
brother was M Schaune, who figuers as
Schaunard H Murger's Scenes
de la Vie de B ! published
in 1845

Grand Duke Alexis is so discouraged
by the Insecurit of things ! Russia
that he has shaken the dust of his na-
tive ff his fe nd has
purchased a permanent residence in
Paris, which, w t} ssible excep~
tion of the Trianon, will be the state-
liest l'li\.x‘- I'es lence | the French "V

ital,

july 8, 1906



