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DR. SIMS IS SLAIN

g

Police Believe Murderer Is!
Dope Fiend Refused Drug
at Victim's Store.

Bruially beaten over the head with
an fmprovined Dbludgeon held in the
hands ef bne of two thugss, Dr. T I
Simy, a ploneer druggint, received auch
injutied early Sunday morning that
he died Sonday nixht.

The police are today mearching for
cluen In support of two theorlea for
the murder, the mont plaosible of
vwhickh in volced by Detective Captinin
Geerge G, Mliles, who exprensed the
opinien that the crime wan the act of
n depe flend who had been refuned

druxr at the victim's atore recently.

The prostrate form of the uncon-
sclous man wasg found lying in a pool:
of blood on the sldewalk a half block
from his home, E1724 Dalton avenue, !
Olat Bloom, night janitor of the Coeur
d’Alene hotel, on his way home, dis-
covered Dr. Sims lying apparently life- |
less, about 7 a. m. '

Mrs, Sims was summoned from the
home. Her husband was x0 merciless-
ly beaten that it was several minutes
before she could positively identify h)m.r
The police and the emergency hospl-
tal corps were summoned and later
Dr. J. M. Gunning attended. The ex-
posure of several hours, as the case
must have been, together with a hem-
orrhage of the Dbrain, caused his
death at 8 o'clock last night,

¥ay Have Resisted.

The drugglist and his assaillants en-
gaged in a desperate atruggle before
he was finally overpowered, accords
ing to the deductions of the detectives
engaged in Iinvestigating the case.
Thoe place where the first spots of blood
were found is soveral feet from the
place whers Dr. Sims was found. Hils
head revenled several wounds, all of
which had evidently been inflicted by
the same club, which was clotted with
hair and blood. On the end of Dr.
Sims' cane was found a spot which
indicates that he perhaps struck one
of tha assaulters during the encountor.

The Instrument wused to fell Dr.
Sims was a piece of flagpole used in
the back yard of Mrs, Albert J. Sims,
E1826 Dalton avenue, as & clothes line
support. The pole had been removed
from wire fostenings and carrled into
the street, where by placing it on the
curbing and jumping or stepping on it,
tho aszallant or assailants had broken
off an ond about two feet long, at the
end of which was a knob. The ma-
terial is light and would never have
been sclected by one who planned mur-
der, as several blows at least would
be necessary to fell & person, accord-
ing to the theory of the police.

Foot tracks im the amow i{eading to
and from the back yard im the Albert
Sims home have furmnisked the peolice
with n clue which may lead te seme
developments teday. Ome of the men
wore m long narrow ashoe of » shape
swhick indicates it was one of the new
English atyles, The other track was
mude by a rubber eoverashee and the
dimensions show = Iarge foot.

Dr. Sims' pockets were turned inside
out. His shoes were unlaced, as {f the
assaultors had even searched there
for valuables. His clothes were un-
buttoned, Indleating that there had
betn a search made for & money belt.
The search of the shoes and the {nner
olothing may have been made for &
“blind” to lead the Investigators to
conclude that the robbers sought
money &alone,

Carried Little Momey.

His match and keys wers not taken.
The amount of money he carried is not
known, but Dr. Sims was not in the
hablit of carrying more than $3 or $4
with him at a time.

“It is unreasonable to presume Lhat
a2 highwayman would have selected a
club of the kind that was used on

Dr. Siimn, druggisat, who yas murderedl
on vway home from hin store.

Dr. Sims,” sald Detective Captain Milea
this morning. “Further, it is not cus-
tomary for a highwayman to continue
such an assault on his victim after
laying him low. Dr, Sims wnas struck
o number of times,

“Agnin, I do not bellove that robe-
bers would have gone on such a mis-
slon unless they had made prepara-
tions for the assault. It Is plain that
these men were not otherwise armed,
or the use of the club would not have
ben necssary.

“Should the murder have been coms
mitted by an cnemy surecly that per-
son would not have relled on alight
club broken from the ecnd of a clothes
pole In the very neoighborhood of the
victim. Such an assnulter would have
gone armed with more certaln wen-
pons.

Murderer Usen Depel

“It does sound reasonable thatauch
an assault and murder would have
been the work of a ‘fiend—a ‘dope’
user. Perhaps we may find as we
continue into our Iinvestigation that
Dr., Sims had been threatened by one
of these fiends., It §is not unlikely
that we may learn that users of the
drug had followed him to his homeor
had waylaid him, thinking perhaps
they might have found some of the
drugs on hils person,

“It Is not unlikely that should such
have becn the case, the assaulters
would have beaten him so mercilossly
and left him to die in the stroet. It is
not unlikely that thoy would have
turned his pockets {nalde out to lenve
the impression that the job had been
done by thugs in quest of money."

Detectives Cecil Thompson and
Buchholz have worked on tho case, but
as yet have been unable to find the
conductor or motorman on the streat
car which Dr, Sims Is belleved to have
taken Saturdny night about midnight,
nor have they determined definitely
which car, the Illiyard or the Astor
line, he took. Upon this the police
uaok to Ret some valuable Informae-

on.

“A moenth age Dr. Sims vwas heatem
up in his store on Mnin avenue,” sald
Mra, Simn, “and I would met be aure
prized If the aame persons were re-
spoasible, We did net let the lant af.

falr get into the papers, I have some

ADVERTISING

—

“GIRL SPIED ME |
FROM THE TOWK"

“A girl splrd me from the t1.
Inge, and ‘twas hor who brougny
me ashore In her birch bark
canoé And tended ma |n her
wickiup till reason eama and the
bloond ran through me ARAIN' -
{‘rnm ;‘)\thra Northern Lighty

ome Down o' Nights"

Beach. e

Beginning next Monday, the
Chronlcle will fenture n story 4
week by Rex Beach, the Populye

l flotion writer.
—|

opinlons of my owna regarding my hy
band's death and perhaps dn,.,,.
menta may bear me out In them,

“Dr. Sims was not in the
carrying much money with
aek:c:m hag more than a it
in his pocket. Perhaps the
killed him thought he had n;ehn':“
amount of money with him, s/

"The clerk at tho store told ne o
doctor closed up about midnight <,,
urday and started In the directing 4
the car that brings him home. Ap. (pe
man saw him just befors closing m,,'
and a collector for the Wuhlnng.o:
Water Power company told the clary
he wasx walking Ubriskly towara y,
strect car when he last saw him, jy,
after midnight,

“He musat have turned baok jum 4,
the men struck him, as one of the coty
Ia on his forehead. The threo muy
have fought for a few minuteg"

The body of Dr. Sims is held ar 1y,
Turnbull undertaking rooms awaiung
an Inqust which will' be held by (o,
oner M. B. Grleve.

Dr. 8ims was (2 years old. He wy,
born In Memphls, Tenn., and in 11y
moved to Lewiston, Idaho. Tor ts,
years he practiced medicine thers gns
then came to Bpokane, where he hy,
been In the drug business since
leaves a widow and three ch''dren
Emalita, aged 15; Richard, age 11, ap
Mpude, age 7.

“Dr, Sims has talked to me ssvary
times about the drug ‘flends,’ wha hyr,
come to his place for drugs.” sald ¢y
tain Miles. “He said he had bdees
threatened by some and had alwarn
feared that perhaps some day ons o
them would harm him.”

JULIAN TIFFANY
HAS NOT REPLIED

Wifeqs Attorney Asks That
He Be Declared in Defaulr
and Divorece Granted.

Declaring that Jullan O, Tiffar ¢
this city has filed no answer .» 1w
divorce sult brought against him = .
superjor court by hia wife, Ci «
Tiftany, and has mnade no Appesrar:.
in any other manner, Attorne ‘-
Cary Smith, for the wife, todny * «
motion, asking that he bo decla -
default.

An affidavit, accompanying tt- -~
tion, declares that the summons » «
complaint in the sult were serve’
sonally on Mr. Tiffany on Det:
24. The law allows 20 days In -
the dofendant may appear.

The motion will be presented
court Thuraday, according to a
filed today. Default divorce cas:-» o
heard on that day and it |s ex - -
that Mrs, Tiffany will ask for + =
cree At that time.
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Kodak Supplies
Developing, printing
and enlarging done in

our own dark room.
Best work at lowest
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