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Trapped Himself

When He Got Rid
Of Fingerprints

By RUTH REYNOLDS
JASH LADD’S general store was about to be

but the

irobbed.
know it.

He dropped the coin i

72-vear-old pronrietor didn’t

-

n the cash box. turned his

radio a little higher and called good-night to the squat
purchaser of the bottle of soda pop—hislast customer.

Outside the small emporiu
4t Salem Crossroads, S. (
his blackjack tighter
gnarled, “Whyn't vou e¢o thro

L]

.am
and.

After a brieft whispered con-*—

sultation the pop-purchaser
returned to the store. His
masked companion watched
through the window.
watcher cursed. For after
buying cigarets, his accom-
plice started out again.

“The old fellow’s got on a crime !
don't pay program. Its— -7
explanation was cut short by
stream of expletives from the man |
with the blackjack. |

“Why don’t we wait till he ¢loses
up and goes home?!”’ pleaded the
other. |

“I've told you why a dozen
times!” his companion stormed.
“That old monkey doesn’t go home.
Ill"h' nlr_-;:f In the < nce
E*‘:‘::t'}vm]_‘.' held him s HHJUIP of |
years ago. Her : Heart—" |

Gun drawn, the thug pushed
Chicken Heart
through the d and fired
floor at Ladd’s feet.

“Old man! I
youl! I
@unounaced.

The robber
Ladd's arms
t.':t;-.":.'__" "
]I' cuaing
th
He cla
box.

“It w
you sald. It

“I got the key
Here, open it.”

The key
hid wernkt back.
stared at an empty tray.

“.\'HT}HIETJ he re, he muttered.

“Fool!” stormed the other. “Here,

the |
a |
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locked,” he reported.

off id guy.
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the lock. The

Heart

"lli'nt‘ll 11}

( hicken

dS

' The

The |

m, set back from the highway
asked man waited. He gripped
the customer stepped out,
igh with 1t ?”

give me that.” He left off binding tually

his victim and lifted the top Lray.

smell of motnhballs filled the

store,

Chicken Heart grunted. then

Fingers Sans Prints

Robert James Pitts | A | got Dr. Brandenburg to
erase his fingerprints. But now Pitts’ hands | €—|

him

make

bffﬂrf_

Dr. Leopold Brandenburg

and news of the robbery set off a

three-state manhunt.

[Ladd’s descriptions of Chicken
Heart and the masked robber even-
reached the attention of
Frank N. Littlejohn, shrewd police
chief of Charlotte, N. C.

“The tough guyv sounds like Ros-
coe Pitts,” observed Littlejohn. *I

exclaimed as he watched his com-|thought he was behaving himself.

panion take pack after pack
neatly-banded bills from the
tom of the box, thumb them. then
stuff them i1nto the tin.

Now the two men car..ed their

 victim upstairs. Ladd squirmed.

“If you do that again I'll bust
brainsg out!’ threatened the
Hid i -*-"f-fh r‘h ¢ yu,—f_ }H'i‘f af ( ']r ;_r'f'.# i
]!r_'f}t i't's .‘-.'Hygf'b_-:f .I'.HH }qu‘ !r { _,r!” o li f‘f
Ladd from floor te cot. Chiclen
Heart placed a pillow the
gr'f’ly IH' I'qu_ it ;'r..u*l_j_

J"I‘i‘l'F

fdiril

rruf{h -

“You vellow-bellied s.0.b..,” snarled
the thug. “lI ought to kill vou both!”

Ladd Managed
I'o Summon Help

The

f?lj'.‘_'n

store owner heard them eo
the stairs, heard the front
door slam, heard a car start up and
drive awayvy,

B ¥ " .
’ ' -
at the thought of having
L)

savings snatched from
m gave the old man superhuman
strength. He rolled off 1 t, man-
aged somehow to bump his wavy
I 1 €)
]‘Hré

el

“11 re
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I-:!' .‘.'l";l' -
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the stairs

the In which he kept
$FUI. SOomenow }itf lli;lh:i‘_;'-."f L0
nis fingers free: somehow he
trived to get the

oun
three times.

(arawer

and fire 1t

going on. lL.add’s wife., in his house
100 yards from the store, slept un-
disturbed.
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of | Well, boys, better go out and check
bot- |

up on him.”
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'A.\'D now we turn from Ladd and
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' story

of James Robert loscoe)
Pitts, a marked man in the annals

probably the only man In
United States without fingerprints.

The North 39,
was 22
first brush

(Carolinian. now

with the law

| noke, Va., where he was convicted

" auto
_ l'}lii!'}:#_'

| Charlotte

rattention

|

Hearing the reports, a |
- neighbor came over to see what was

sentenced to 18 months
theft. At 23, an 1identical

jailled him 1n Chillicothe,
Ohio. At 24, he was imprisoned In

for housebreaking and

and

l::ilrt-n}.'.

Pitts was 25 when, early in 1935,
he drove a stolen car across a state
Iine thus bringing himself to the
of federal authorities,
and, eventually, to the federal pen-
Itentiary at Atlanta.
Quarrelsome and 1ncorrigible,
the young prisoner was transferred
from Atlanta, where prisoners are
ordinarily tractable, to Alcatraz,
where felons are reputed to be as
hard as the rocky California island
upon which they are 1solated. As a
parting gift from a fellow convict
at Atlanta, Pitts carried a long

| facial scar to his new home.

In Alcatraz, Pitts was a little

Fingerprint Man
Astounded by Pitts

of crime, not for his misdeeds—for | has
they are petiy—but because he is|
the |
| the

vears old when he had his
in Roa-|
'other

for _

more

These are precbably

identifiable than

the

quickly ever

only hngers in

the U. S. without prints.

criminal pool, but eager
fish.
as Ludwig

N. € mail

fish in the
to learn from tne bigge)
Pitts’ tutors W
Schmidt, a Charlotte,
robber. Schmidt had a lot of advice
to offer a voung fellow on his way
up 1n the ] world—advice
which Pitts apparently never for-
rOl.

Early in Mav, 1941, Pitts, out of
Alcatraz, was back in business. His
two companions were soon picked
ap and charged with looting a
\\'ilkt'r‘-hnru, \ - \\L':'t"n:ll'-t* nf'
<400 worth of cigarets and robbing
a gasoline station proprietor of 360
worth of tires. Pitts was gone-
leaving his fingerprints behind.

[ he trme had 1hitts
told himself. to [

{C 1
" | " .
Schmidt’'s advice.

(ne
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cCrifmina

HHare Ot e,

(re! wpon conr
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l exdS

did. |
Five months laten State
Police arrested a tall, blonde young
man near Austin he had
no f*:rtl'tli\'t,’ Se 'vice l!_'j.li:-t.*htihn
card.

The

i'—t*t';;llr-

young nman <aid his name
was Robert Pitts. More than that
he refused to SaV, but the State
Police were unperturbed. If Pitts
had a ¢riminal record—and he act-
ed as though he wanted to curtain
his past—the surest way to find
out would be to take his finger-

prints.

The voung man let his fingertips
be rolled, one at a time on the inky

| |
'pad, then pressed upon the card.’
' The man taking the prints stared.

Chicken Heart to the amazing | Pitts grmned.

He had no fingerprints!

“But that can't be. Evervbody
fingerprints. No two people]
have fingerprints alike, but every-
body has fingerprints!” exclaimed |
fingerprint man., reciting a
ritual which everv schoolchild has
learned by heart.

state policeman after an-,
examined the “fingerprint”
card. then studied Pitte’ scarred,
printless fingertips, and the mark
of a skin grait on his face.

“A burn,” Pitts explained.

Word the “man without fin-
gerprints” sped to J. Edgar Hoo-
ver., chief of the Federal Bureau of |
Investigation, to whom credit must
oo for the FBI's fin- |
oserprint collection and remarkable
print file system.

It had been
Hoover had exp
trouble with men
}ll'intﬁi”

During
rangster
Dillinger, Jack Klutas,
Sharkey and Gus Winkler had |
tried, one way or another, to foil |
fingerprint identification. But sur-

{ne

flfh

!r';:{'.t‘lir‘ujth

since
an)
hnger-

Severn

1933-34 Chicago
gunmen John
Willie

1}:?
cleanup,

' face operations, scraping and burn-
ing

eradicated the'

never fully

records

| Wilkesboro fugitive.

' Schmadt

= end—has

fingertip patterns of these bad
men. Healing brought back the
Wlol Lne way lllt'}.' worlre lrt fore.

Consequently, the individual
rested 1in Texas “without hnger-
Pl nts” 4 ;it'lrw-ru;:] chal-
lenge to Hoover
the

W IO
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L]

ame a
ef
only to
young but to
operated upon his fingers,
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EVERAL st

Of Pitts w
{1f1ed.

One version is that an FBI man
nm Kl Paso viewed Pitts ﬁll;_‘l*lll;lﬂt
under a lens and found
HliL{'Ill:il whorls visible under trans-
;-Ltr:wa skin.

sut.

!1“11\ ol

Strong

!lit*

Hoover,

«

;n‘rn.!{linj._“ to
“man without fingerprints Was
identified only after a long and
painstaking comparison of his ap-
pearance and measurements with
of appearance and meas-
urements of criminals over the
country. At long last, the Roanoke
auto thief, the Chillicothe parolee,
the Atlanta conviet, the Alcatraz
inmate and thg Wilkesboro, N. C,
fugitive were linked to the man
without fingerprints in Texas.
Pitts, embittered that Schmidt's
advice hadn’'t made him *“law

 proof,” was returned to North Car-

the
Sen-
the

identified as
He was
vears foi

olina and there

tenced to 16 to 20

'warehouse robbery but refused to

name the man who had removed
his fingerprints.

Hoover didn't g‘i\'(’ up, however,

T}H‘ f"‘f:] {‘h“ f !H!f[ Zi (ri :Hff hf l‘hﬂ
Alcatiaz 1 !'r;uf:«')u_p hetweenn Pitts
and Schmidt. He also learned that
had sent scveral of his
pals to a Dr. Leopold Brandenburg

nf' '\ d ,
Brandenburg

{ 'ut.uu "

was not unknown

to police, and his story—or at least

a portion of 1it, for it never seems
already been chron-
icled in this series.

Asked whether Brandenburg was
the one who had operated =0 suc-
cessfully upon his fingers, Fitts
would only grin. But some weeks
later sayv after Pitts failed
to “shakedown’ the doctor — the
North Carolina convict admitted
3randenburg was the man. For
of his l he

parole,
testify against the

sohne

consideration
agreed to
doctor.,

Thus it was that in August, 1942,
Pitts was transported to Newark,
N. J., to testify Federal Court
against Dr. Brandenburg, who was
rilill}.‘_‘l'd with 1_'nnt’i_-uliﬂ£ & fugi[':\e
from justice.

Pitts’ testimony
cases,

LLike the expert, though unethi-
cal, surgeon that he was, Branden-
burg well knew that the only way

i1l

down to

}:Hf
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Unpieasant Truth

Peggyv Jean

King

' A | and Harry Russell | WV |

believed Pitts when he told them that this type

skin graft

P:*ts shows

to eliminate fhngerprints to
pare the flesh to the Lone.

This he did on each of Ditts’
fingertips and on his thumbs.

.I.\'L'Xt. he cut
pm'].r*t.«' of flesh on
Pitts” chest, He stitched each
fingertip nto a separate chest
pocket. Two weeks later he cut
loose the fingers, filled out with re-
rrenerated tissue and grown into
the flesh.

In his defense,

WwWas

cach side of

the Wil}f doctor
said that he was totally unaware
that his patient was a fugitive;
that Pitts had told him
road was too rocky under his
identity.

The jury convicted Brandenburg.
Pitts was
lina. Later the U.
of Appeals ruled that Brandenburg
was prosecuted and convicted for
an act not listed as an offense un-
der federal statute. However, he
eventually was to get his another
way.

(In October, 1947, Brandenburg
entered the federal penitentiary at
Atlanta on a 4- to H-year
on a narcotics conviction.
to be served concurrently
state sentence for abortion
mitted in New Jersey.)

But to return to the man withe
out fingerprints—

coms-

One might suppose that a man |

| Pitts ‘Behaved’

large

like Pitts who spent such a

he wished |

to go straight but that the straight |
old |

returned to North Caro- |
S. Circuit Court |

corresponding |

sentence |
This was |
with a |

| prints!

his scars.

Shelby

11
il

It"l-“;llltll Hilda
V. 1’1“ became a Charlotte textile
orker when 'Irew up.
With the permission of a prison
perintendent, this childhood

sweetheart became Mrs. Pitts
Septeniber, 1943, ceremon
ates at North Carolina
Camp 702 at .\Inunf_ I le:
kindly superintend: 11".
end fin I"**I'TH?"I

:_rT‘!r B e \\ hf n the 'Yy part
sald would wait 20 vea
Roscoe 1If necessary.

[t wasn't necessary, fon
canie 11 1'."17 for l"'“l ‘*1‘ 1} I'1T7~
a reward for his good conduct and
his lar, futile. service 1n the

eopold Branden-

prosecution f |

fore with

|
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The
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s 101

sdAnL.

.‘\ill'

e
DDAl

“'h[l'

burg.

»

ITTS had had quite a stretch 1n
prison to think things out, and

to ponder whether he had outfoxed
himself instead of the law. True,
if he were to commit new crimes
he would not leave his fingerprints
behind. On the other hand, a print-
less fin;:t-r of Hllhpi{'i'ln wuuld for-
ever point to him, for let a crime be
committed and no fingerprints be
visible, who would be first suspect-
ed? The only eriminal in the coun-
tirv known to be without finger-
His very lack was his

| identitication.

portion of his time behind b.u« and |

would
(ne
dis-

so0 much more as a fugitive,
have little time fnr romance.
who has that idea will soon
cover himself mistaken.

Pitts, it develops, had fallen 1n

love while in school many years be- |
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Fellow Convict

Nathan Corn | A ], who met

Pitts in prison, was invited to
become his partner in crime.

 dealer

' managed

| N. C

|

' Hickon y

For Short Time

this
du“’!l
her
whether for his
sake for his own safety,
known. In October, 194939,
{hi]ll WAas born.

That was two months after the
Salem Crossroads robbery, when
Police Chief lLittlejohn asked his
men to check up on Pitts,

T-Il(" Ih'h'r[:'\.'t'h fnlllltl llilt];] hnn}.'-
and heavy with child. No, her hus-
band wasn't in. No. she dudn't
know where he was. Yes, was
sure he was behaving.

“Got a new car, huh?”
one Charlotte detective.

\t‘.‘*. }illljl ~ tlt"v-til ‘d l '1“ Jalld i;:t'i
bull:_:‘h a new cal.

Before many
the police knew the name
who sold Pitts the car,
also that the ex-convict

with 5'..'.'” bills. Most

.w;l\"ln}.:r were 1 $20
letter get aflter him,
ordered l,inhjnhﬂ

Pitts’ trail led from Charlotte to
(Gastonia to .-\.-»-hvulh. where he
to elude the police and
steal a car. Littlejohn, aware that
Pitts had been born in Hick LOry,
.. and that he still maintained
associations there., warned the

police that their most-
native son might return.

11

dilemmga the parolee
in Charlotte with
mother’s home. He
wife's

In
settled
Hilda in
“behaved.”

i

she

ventured

of the
and
pad

of
bills!
boys,

knew
for
Ladd’s

L

11

sournht

The
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and these two companions in crime were to find
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ismt |
their |

taxy

'1,1 i) L'_"',:l.
| one
| fast asleep 1n a Tifton,

| into the robbery
be caught
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kory police were not as!

made him “law prooi.” Pitts

out otherwise.
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arked
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Asheville.
2w
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There was
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South Carolina robbe V.

Whisked back to Charlotte
radiated ience
his
her faith 1n

But by this time, and by
of their own, police had i1dentified
“Chicken Heart.” He was Harrm
Russell, 34, a former Charlotic
:!r;\'r?‘.

His trail led investigators
Charlotte to Florida and back 1into
he capiureaq

quiits and
(;a., church.

be pushed

‘fl:t‘;l =ed to

n nges f11'8

Ros-

pro-
eX-

All}
T!lniii‘t"r;t‘f', Hihi:i

him.

cont
claimed

"Ti‘:'-.‘-t‘*l

Imeans

irom

1. i'ri" ™
wrapped

WAS
night n

h;lli 10O

. seemed

Russell. who

“You bet Pitts
South Carolina
dragged me 1n it
hope he gets his.
square cut. Sixtyv-five hun
a.. I got, and 1 read in the pape
we got l‘bil.-l-_r*'. [hat itts!”

]:li‘ﬂt'll .H]ii P'itt*i wels
taken to the South Carolina state
penitentiary at Colu
trial, and, incredible as
the man without fingerprints neve
ceased trying to get ahead in the
world via the ernminal route

As he had managed
friendly terms with Schmadt
did Patts
November to scrape up a

]alaf.'
store
with hin
1 didn

|
!
t!

togelhel

moia 1

' -*t*"NNls -

o gel o
\l
manage last
{friendaship

1n

S
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in Columbia with Nathan T. Cormn., i-“ut nt duv. n to look
' convicted
 successful appeal,

slayer who, thanks to a

second tinal for the murder of his
emplover.

Pitts shipped two notes to Corr,
notes which were retrieved by
prison guards, who turned them
over to South Carolina’s Fairfield
County authorities. Not until then
did they realize that the man fith-
out fingerprints had no intention of
standing tnal.

According to the notes, Jitts had
the Salem Crossroads loot hidden
in various unidentified spots In
North Carolina. He wanted Corn’s
parents to dig up one 310,000 cache
and pay out various amounts—1to a
professional bondsman to sign an
appearance bond for Pitts, to Mrs.
Pitts, to the lawyer who was rep-
resenting both l"*ts and Corn, to
Corn, and to Corwn’s parents.

Once out on hall. Pitts notes
pledged, he would get Corn out of
jail *in nothing flat.” As a favor
to Corn. he would also “drill holes”
in Solicitor Gist Finley, who had
prosecuted Corn successfully once
and was prepared to do it again.

As for the tuture, Pitts suggrsf-
ed thot b e ﬂﬂ(’ Cﬂ!'ll fﬂ.'ﬁi a two-
el n t"ﬁhlbfﬂf‘ ﬂjrd dﬂ "hﬂrr!{* jubs."
;'uh ;.u_r’ 7!{‘!‘:}1’:“ 14’"”# L‘("!rf i,-uﬂf‘y 14
theor houses.

The immediate result of the dis-
covery of these notes was an 1n-
crease 1in Pitts’ bond from £15,000
tc 55,000 and an increased guard.

Corn went to trial again for the
murder of George C. (Bugs)
Beam and was agaimn

his life behind bars.

And ten weeks later Pitts ap-
peared for trial on charges of
armed robbery before Judge T. B.

Greneker in Winnsbore, S. C.

= ¥ =

HERE another defendant

in this case, a raven-haired 21-
vear-old named Feggyv Jean King,
who might still pe working as a
Charlotte waitress if Harry Rus-
<¢l!’s palm had Leen crossed with
enough silver—or greenbacks—1to
keep him quiet.

tussell turned State’s ewvidence
and, pleading gulty, said, “1 de-
cided | wouldn’t ..e out of nothing
after learning 1 didn't get a fan
share of the morey.”

Russell testifiel that the rob-
bery

restaurant;

was

that Pitts got his Iin-
formation about Ladd's savings
from a Rock Hil, S.C., man who
was to get one-fyurth of the loot;
and that Pitts and Peggy

was awaiting a |

| ted
! hi:ld rece

convicted |

and sentenced to spend the rest of | through
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' the

 words of Miss
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idup.
witnesss said that
he and Pitts
gey Jean’s home.
There, Pitts was dividing the
money into four piles when Peg-
vy's mother and brother walked In.
Pitts began to reshuffle the
pi.‘lw'- of mothball-s
backs and w
were done. Russell
thougn no total
tioned, Russell
arithmet) and
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LLadd’s wife identified Pitts and
P!"L";.fs Lhe couplie who wvisited
tl‘t' store two l‘a 'S in-fuf*' H’:i; !Hh-
bery, and Ladd corroborated what
I{U‘E‘.‘}t‘” hfdd Lo sav .':i".’_ﬂ_ru{ t;'..!'* T 0il=
bery itself.

Pitts, nattily dressed, sat listen-
ing intently to the testimony. Ha
l;f‘[rt his Lands folded, COVEring his
well-publicized fingers. Red-hairad
Hilda, lugging her babyv. '::T-:r_-d
irom the rear of the courtroom

Peggyv King, first wi :n: tia
f]!‘fi'n.'r.‘. insisted that she had plot-
no robbery, had been 1n
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of Mr. and
than they
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witnesses. It took Lhe :_.1{-.,.-:
!ﬂiﬂhlf_‘ﬁ L0 convict | p.:;'
Pegev was sentenced to five
imprisonment, sentence
pended after pavment
fine, or one year in prison.
Pitts oL Lhe -1
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Years—
aroliina
State
commended
for te .Ll.'z was sentenced
o a ll: ¢ fate Vears.

Thus Hilda faces another lo

wailt. If P't:s should serve f
sentence he will be 60 wvears ol
when he 1s umited with his family.

And 1n prison they don't much
care whether he has fingerprints or
not.
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Shoots Ex-Wife in Face
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