This th
ran in
March”

-
| =

L]

194

1

MARCH 4

4

VEWS,

L

INDAY

ree page feature story
e NY Daily News on

The Interminabl

Of Dr. Leopold

Liberty, towering symbol of justice.

By PETER LEVINS

3

Then the camera might swing around westward, passing

over the Jersey City and Weehawken riverfronts, over th_e
dingy rooftops of Union City, and like a magic carpet it

|

micht then skim down to one particular house on Hudson}

Boulevard. Union City, and to a doctor’s office in that ancient

dwelling.,

We would glimpse patients
waiting in the unprepossess-
ing ante-room, and then the
camera would move into the
doctor's private office, and
we would see him, a huge,
jovial fellow, puttering hap-

pilv among his pills and his |

he

instruments, the while
cracked jokes with his
tient of the moment.

The lens might shift from the
doctor to certain decorations on
the walls, Three stuffed moose
heads, Framed pictures of Teddy
Eoosevelt, William MecKinley and
Niacara Falls. Colored litho-
eraphs of George and Martha
Washington, and the Stars and
Stripes. A sheath knife, A re-
volver. Two rifles. An antique
flintlock bavonet pistal,

And finally the camera wmight
yixt for @ moment on the partic-
wlar patient now with the doctor—

rucuihfu n hard-faced youny man,
with a bulge in his packet such as
wight bhe cavsed by, say, a tube
of sharving eream, or a small but
T 'i‘u)'rf‘u touy.
But enouzh of pan shots. There
is action ahead . .
w»

* ®

N the city of Charlotte, N. C,

just before noon Nov, 15, 1933,
two automobiles abruptly snarled
traffic in a downtown business
street.  As horns blared and driv-

ers cursed, two men hopped from
the

guns,

sub-machine
armed with

CATTVING
two maore,

CATSs
an 8|

'l..esf‘igafor

Lapt. Joseph chief of

F. s Homicide Bureau,

investigated Ely murder in
Montclair.

Cocozza,
-

B ounly

the

pistols. raced toward a parked
U. 5. mail truck.
While the machine gunners held

back the crowd. and a third bandit

covered the truck driver and his
helper, the fourth smashed the
truck Jock with a sledge, then

leaped inside and tossed out four
mail sacks, Within another few
seconds, the two cars roared off,
cariving 3105,000 in erisp $5 bills,
same being a registered mail ship-

pa- |

|
|

Ao,
-

)

stectives

IN a movie adaptation of this spatial drama, the production might open, as so
many have, with certain panoramic shots. I |
view of Manhattan as seen from the palisaded heights of Weehawken, the broad
and busy Hudson far below, and perhaps, off to the

For instance, we might catch a/

‘murky south, Bartholdi’s

tracked Banghart and his assist-
| ants

to an opulent apartment on

fashionable St. Paul St., Baltimore,
close by the grounds of Johns Hop-|
kins University.
weary hour, roughly dressed de-|

For hour upon

shoveled snow while they

Detective George Meagher points to bullet hole

ment to the Charlotte Federal Re-
serve Bank.

Not wishing to keep the reader
in the slightest suspense in this

phantasmagorial whodunit, we will |

Banghart, a veritable artist in that
field.

Four and an Arsenal

Taken in Hideout Raid.
The purpose of the Charlotte job

| disclose at once that this efficient |
| piece of banditry was performed |
| by members of the Terrible Touhyvs
| of Chicago, led by Basil (The Owl)

watched the robbers go in and out
of a house in St. Paul St.

e Persecution
Brandenburg
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A New
Jersey

Enigma

High point
In career of
Dr. Leopold
Joseph
Brandenburg,
Union City,
N. J.,
physician,
came when
he was held
as material
witness in
mysterious
killing of aged
John-
Longstreet
Ely
at Montclair.
Case
remains an
enigma.

AT IS JUSTI

| in a Southern state had led finally
to the St. Paul St. roundup.

Now we flit farther north—to
that antiquated edifice on Hudson

| Boulevard, Union City, N. J.

= ¥* *

12-room house had been
David Tilnor, a Scot
to the TUnited
in 1763, and at the time
story was owned and oc-

by Tilnor's 240-pound

who emigrated
States

of our

| great - great - grandson, fun-loving

Leopold William Branden-
burg.  Dr. Brandenburg, 48, had
practiced medicine 1n the com-
munity for many years.

Dr. Brandenburg's background
and standing in the comninunity
were such that the folks were pro-
foundly shocked when they learned
that the Asheville, N. C., Federal
Grand Jury charged, late in Febru-

| ary, 1924, that the doe had accepted

1

£10,000 of the Charlotte mail rob-|

bery loot for treating a Touhy
miobster.
“Ridiculous!”

Brandenburg’

was the word Dr.

s lawyver, George F.

used in describing the

He added that he could

produce his client at an hour’s
notice.

What about extradition? Corri-

mitted that he had been Dr. Bran-
denburg’s patient for several years
and had not paid his bill when re-
quested to. (The defense appar-
ently regarded this as a unique
situation.) It was also brought out
that McGrath bimself was under
indictment on the charge of em-
bezzling $45,000 from the Ruther-
ford bank.

After four davs of testimony—
including that of Howard J. Ed-
wards, a Lyndhurst, N. J. gas

station owner, who swore that the
defendant had possessed some of
the robbery money—the jury de-
liberated four hours and returned a
verdict of guilty. Dr. Brandenburg
was sentenced at once to a year
and a day in the penitentiary, and
was fined $1,000.

Appeals Court Reverses
Verdict of Conviction.

One matter that had not been
broueght out in the trial was how
or where the accused had aequired
the $10,000, and this omission

- caused the Circunit Court of Ap-

peals to reverse the eonvietion,
pointing out that no evidence had

' been presented to show that Dr.
' Brandenburg knew the money had

gan said he would fight that to the

last diteh.
Now passed

six quiet weeks, |

during which the FBI moved in on |
the ease without publicity, deter-|

mined to undo the Touhy
and all i1ts nefarious works.

gang

tion with a bang.

 tenced
. Then, |
‘on April 3, the Law went into ac-

been stolen.

Result—he awent jfree, and he
was not retried on the same charge,

Meanwhile, Banghart, Dutch
Schmidt and Costner had been con-
victed in the mail robbery and sen-
to serve 30 to 60 years,
while Charles (Ice) Cognors had

been taken for a ride and riddled

The Federal Grand Jury in New- |

ark indicted Dr. Brandenburg on

| that day, charging that he had de-

the |
Then | Rutherford, N. J.. National Bank

posited the hot 10 grand in

they laid plans to raid the hideout . on Nov. 20, 1933, just five days|
| after the- holdup. |
It was made known at the same

at 2 A. M., Feb. 11.

However, when Banghart drove

time that a Charlotte Grand Jury

up at 1 A. M., police closed in. The | haq indicted the doctor, Banghart,

Owl, being menaced by guns from
beak to tail, chose not to resist.

orabbed Isaac Costner, Mrs. Jessie
Touhy, wife of Tommy Touhy, a

brother of Roger, and Mrs, Mae |

Davis of Knoxville, Tenn. The

| furnishings of the apartment in-|

 ¢luded

was to obtain funds to meet ecur-|

rent and impending expenses, then
» »

running rather heavy as four other
Touhyites, including Roger Touhy,
head man of the mob, were at that
very moment on trial in St. Louis,
Mo., for the $100,000 kidnaping of
William Hamm, a wealthy brewer.

(Result of the trial—Touhy, Ed-

die McFadden, Willie Sharkey and |

Gus Schafer were all acquitted on
Nov. 28. However, the Touhyites
all got theirs eventually in one way
or another.)

From Charlotte we proceed to
Baltimore, Md., and to the follow-
ing February.

The forces of law and order had

seven automatie pistols,
two sub-machine guns, a sawed-
off shotgun, a gas gun, 500 rounds
of ammunition and a short-wave
radio.

Part of the Charlotte loot was

1 that a mutual friend had summoned |

Costner, Charles (Iece) Connors,

participants in or beneficiaries of
the mail truck looting.

Dr. Brandenburg surrendered at
Newark three days later, went free
on $10,000 bail, and his trial opened
on Oct. 15.

One of the first witnesses, Vin-
cent A. McGrath, a former teller
at the Rutherford bank, testified

him to the doetor’s office shortly

also there—$12,495 in new $5 bills, | after the Charlotte robbery. There
which FBI agents found wrapped Dr. Brandenburg told him that he

In newspapers.

wanted to open an account under

Banghart readily admitted that|the name George A. Scoffield, and
he had engineered the stickup, and  handed over 2,000 crisp $5 notes.

that his share had been $30,000.
According to the G-men,

|
I
|

McGrath said he was preparing

b - S5 |
the | to deposit the money when he dis- |

with bullets near Willow Springs,
I11., allegedly for failing to con-
tribute to the gang’s war chest.
At this point we do a brief fade-
out to denote the passage of eight

years.

- #* ES

HE good people of Union City

were again  shocked on the
morning of June 7, 1942, when Dr.
Brandenburg, now 56, and Dr.

' » Howard Alfred Welcher, 44, wh
| Ludwig Schmidt, and Mae Blalock, | ; cicner who

Inside the apartment, the cops ' Banghart’s Chicago sweetheart, as |

owned and operated the Union City
General Hospital, were arraigned
before U. S. Commissioner Joseph
Holland on the astounding charge
of altering the physical appear-
ance of an ex-convicet to conceal
his identity,

Dr. Brdndenburg, accused of
concealing knowledge of a erime,
csince he allegedly knew that the
remodeled patient was a fugitive
from justice, went to jail in lieu
of $25,000 bail, while Dr. Welcher,

' charged with conspiracy to aid an

unlawful flight,
£4.500 bail.
Two others accused of conspir-

was released in

lacy were Cyrus LaVerdure, 30, Dr,

Touhyites had spent several weeks | covered that the notes bore serial
in New York City before heading | numbers of the mail truck loot,

south by car. They had frequently
telephoned Chicago and other
cities, said the agents, and an

'auto tag purchased by Banghart

|

whereupon he went to Dr. Branden-

burg and broke the startling news

that the money had been stolen.
Cross-examined, the witness ad-

Brandenburg’s servant, and Hen-
rv Munnish, 47, one of his two
chauffeurs. Both were remanded,
for want of $5,000 bail each, as

| the FBI announced that Robert

Everett, 52, of Surf City, N. J., had
been arrested in Trentfon; and that
Charles Marra, the other Bran-
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{  tips
A : fllf.

SRR

| subtly,
| lenge to that

{|tient,
liwas none other than Roscoe James

e

Doc
Kept His
‘Hand In

~ Above,
Dr.
'Brandenburg
takes a
shot at a
pheasant
during
unting jaunt
| m 1925.
| Right,
‘Roscoe Pitts,
Alcatraz
alumnus,
shows how
physician
grafted skin
of chest to
fingertips in
protective
operation.
Hunting and
plastic
surgery are
the doctor’s

N N e S AN AN

hobbies.
denburg chauffeur, was being
sought. It was charged that

Everett had harbored the patient
during his convalesence.

As for the identity of the pa-
the

(Cocoa) Pitts, 38, an Alcatraz
alumnus then serving 16 to 20
years for a North Caroclina ware-
house robbery accomplished with
the aid of explosives. According
to the FBI, the discovery that
Pitts had been treated by Dr.
iBrandenburg had been made eight
months before.

At that time, while a fugitive
from the North Carolina job, he
had been passing quietly through
Waco, Texas, when a state high-
way patrolman stopped him for
a minor traffic vieclatron, and
learned that he had no Selective
Service card. On top of that, the
trooper noticed that Pitts’ finger-
seemed somewhat mutilated,
each had a skin graft where
the finger markings should have
been.

Identified Despite.
Fingertip Operation.

Pitts blandly stated that his
name was Paul Cline, and defied
the authorities to prove him some-
body else. Then he went on to
deseribe how his fingertips had
been altered.

The surgeon had sliced the flesh
from the fingers, then inserted the
rew ends into pockets cut into the

| flesh of his chest. Fingers and
| chest flesh had grown together,
and after six excruciating weeks

for each hand, the doctor had cut
away the fingers, leaving the tips
minus those telltale whorls and
ridges.

As the FBI suggested not too
this case had been a chal-
masterly detective

organization. At the Washington,

D. C., laboratory, experts scru-
tinized the mystery man’s synthe-
tic fingertips through powerful

glasses, with the result that they
discoyered enough old ridges and
whorls around the edges to iden-
tify the Texas prisoner as Cocoa
Pitts, wanted in North Carolina.

e A T e

Pitts, informed that he had suf-

.

-
-
>

!

 gust but
'identity of the doctor.
G-men asserted that he |
' coursed to

 feet of

' held in abevance.

expressed dis-
about the

fered for naught,
kept mum
Another challenge. Agents
Alcatraz, where they
uncovered the fact that one of
Pitts’ cronies there had been Lud- |
wig Schmidt, then serving ‘tlme1
for the Charlotte job. By the proc- |
ess of deduction involving simple |
arithmetie, the federal bloodhounds |
scented the‘, pudgy hbhand of Dr.|
Brandenburg.

E

NOTHER annoyance confronted
the Union City phvw](' an two
weeks after his arrest in the Pitts |
matter. On June 23, 1942, a fed-
eral complaint accused him of hav-
ing assisted in disposing of 1,500
dressed leather stolen from
the custody of U. S. Customs
at a Hoboken pier the previous
August. This particular case was/|

*

Cocoa Pitts was brought to
Newark for Dr. Brandenburg’s
trial in the finger-altering case,
and proved to be the Government’s
star witness.

Pitts swore that the doec knew

he was wanted at the time the
operation was performed in the
Summer of 1941. Dr. Brandenburg,

declared that
unaware that

on the other hand,
he had been totally
his patient was a fugitive. Pitts
had told him, he .,ald, that he
wished to go straight but that the
road was too tough under his old
identity.

The defense suggestion here was
that Dr. Brandenburg had assisted
Pitts out of the kindness of his
heart, and for free. However, the
jury found him guilty of conceal-
ing a fugitive from justice, and cn
Aug. 5, Federal Judge William F.
Barker gave him the Iimit—three
vears. His $25,000 bail was con-
tinued pending his appeal.

Dr. Brandenburg remained 1n
jail a week until U. S. Commis-
sioner Marvin A. Spauling reduced
the bail to $5,000.

Looked bad for old Doec, hey?
Read on.
Twoe weeks later, the Circuit

Court of Appeals ruled that the

' state, as Pitts certainly was,

Newark authorities had prosecuted

o A L £ :

' Dr. Brandenburg, and the jury had

convicted him, for an act not listed
as an offense in the federal stat-
utes.

Omne could be a fugitive from a
and
not be a fugitive under federal
law, which referred to burglary,
murder, rape, and various other of- |
fenses. However, Pitts had simply
dynamited a safe in a wholesale
grocery at North Wilkesboro, N.
C., and such an offense wasn't cov-
ered in the federal statutes.

Therefore, Dr. Brandenburg had
committed no offense at all, not
even when he fixed Pitts’ finger-
tips, because there was no federal
law against that, either.

Agam he went free.

There remained the charge of
disposing of 1.500 feet of dressed
leather. On Sept. 5, 1943, Fed-|
eral Judge William F. Smith set
the trial date for Sept. 20, but the
trial did not start and Dr. Bran-
denburg continued to treat his
numerous patients In Great-great-
erandfather Tilnor’s house on Hud-
son Boulevard.

However, four months to the day |
later, he hit the headlines once |
more. On Jan. 20, 1944, he \\‘asi
arrested as a material witness in"
the unsolved four-vear-old murder |
of John Longstreet Ely, =z 1etiled}
well-to-do falmel of Hohndel N.J.

mond Tiffany, a former Dis-
trict Court judge and former Aﬂ—i
sistant Attorney General, had lived |
with his daughter and son-in-law
in their large, expensively fur-
nished home on Christopher St.,
Montelair, J. Tiffany had long |
been a crusader against subversive |
elements, and been active In civic
movements.
At midnight, July 6, 1240, Mrs.
Tiffany wakened her hucband and
told him she thought she had

i
LY, 82, father-m lav' of J. Ray =
|

| dence
| the house.

heard a shot. They talked it over,®
| decided it must have been a back-
| fire, and went back to sleep.

At 9 the next morning, Pauline
Crawford, the Tiffany maid,
glanced inte the sunroom down-
stairs and saw a strange sight.
Ely, fully dressed, sat upright on
a sofa near a window. He ap-
peared to be in deep contempla-
tion, bending forward over an un-
finished solitaire game, the ecards
of which lay in rows on a small
table between his knees. A floor
lamp glowed weakly in the strong |
morning light. !

The maid drew nearer, Then she |
screamed.

Ely was dead. A ecrusted bullet
hole marked his right jaw, and the
back of his head was torn open.

The bullet had passed through a
copper wire screen, a pane of plate
glass, and then, after going|
through Ely’s head had ricocheted
and <p11t into several pieces. Ap- |
parently it had come from a hlgh-‘
powered rifle. |

When questioning by Es .
County detectives and Capt. Joseph |
Cocozza, chief of the Essex Honu-'

|

|
I
|
!
|
|
|

seXx

cide Bureau, confirmed that Ely
had long been retired and had no
known enemies, the investigators
concluded that he must have been|
murdered by mistake. His son-in- |
law, for instance, could have been
the intended victim because of his
ampaigning against fifth-column-
ists, ete.

The bullet appeared to have been
fired from within 200, possibly
within 50, feet, but detectives could

i 10_cate Dr.
' wife, Grace. allegedly wtuperating

Heh!

Old Doc chuckles as he leaves

courthcuse after being released

in bail in connection with Ely
case. Note that his personal ef-
fects include a stethescope.

=

find no useful marks or other evi-
along the line of fire outside |
The marksman could |
have stood in a clump of bushes
when he fired that one accurate
shot.

In the course of a long and care-
ful inquiry, no suspect developed,
and the mystery gradually dropped
out of barroom and fireside dis-
cussions.

Now. nearly four years later,
Leopold William Brandenburg was
being held for reasons oﬁxmals;
kept momentarily secret.

He surrendered to Union City;
Police Chief Harry Jenkins on Jan. |
20 and promptly declared that he |
would have to make an urgent|
sick call. Jenkins let him go, ac-|
companied by two detectives, and

|

!

i

on his return he was delivered to |
Capt. Cocozza, who took him toi
Montclair,

| eated

| Fleming of Mantelair

| fany had served as ecunsel for

Heh! |

| from the

| sible

“J don’t want to divulge anything
about the case—it should come
from Montclair,” Chief Jenkins
told reporters. “But if I were you
I'd jollow it up, because it's sen-
sational.”

Dr. Brandenburg conferred with

' his counsel in Monteclair headquar-

ters, then submitted affably to po-
lice questioning. After the session
was over, Cocozza emerged and re-
ported:

“We have questioned the doctor
for hours but we haven’t gotten a
thing out of him so far. However,
we are not discouraged. We are
zoing to hang onto him just as long
as we can. I think we are on the
right track.”

. x £

NE hint was dropped on how

the doctor came to be arrested:
| the Montclair cops confided that a
prisoner in North Carolina had di-
viulged certain imformation, said
prisoner being Roscoe James Pitts.
Pitts, in fact, had signed a long
statement for reasons which offi-
cials found most plausible: the
doc had done a lousy job on his
fingerprints, and Pitts felt sore
about it.

Next dav, detectives from Mont-
clair called at the Hudson Boule-
vard house to look over Dr. Bran-
denburg’s rifle ecollection. When
Faed Nell, the doc’s eurrent chauf-
feur, objected, thev grabbed him
as another material witness. Then
they removed two rifles, a .22 eali-
ber hunting rifle and a .30 caliber
Mannlicher-Schoenauer.

Meanwhile, Judge Tiffany, Ilo-
in Chicago, told reporters
that he would return to New Jer-
sey at the earliest possible mo-
ment.

Police Get Nowhere

=

Questioning Doctor.

Deputy Police Chief Timothy
questioned
Dr. Brandenburg some more, but
got nowhere. According to the of-
ficer, the doctor would stare out of
the window or gaze at the ceiling,
and would answer questions only

| after pauses up to five minutes.
| Then the usual reply would be,
| have nothing to say.”

uI

Police said theyv were anxious te
Bra ndenbmo second

illness. Dr.
not mention

elsewhere from an
' Brandenburg did
' where.

Herman Hirschberg. the doctor’s

' attorney, said he would not seek =
| writ of habeas
| ment, preferring to “let the ca
| take its course.”
| feur,

at the mo-
se
Nell. the chauf-
was released in Hirschberg's
custody.

After another dav had passe«
the lawver said that if the cas
were not disposed of that da

COTPUS

_1
se
ay

| (Jan. 23). and if bail were 1‘-efn.-u},
| he would apply for a writ. That
afternoon, Tiffany arrived from

assured authorities
while he wished to have the

Chicago and
that,

| Elv mystery cleared sup, he could

offer no suggestions.

Police mnow disclosed that Tif-
the
first Mirs. Brandenburg when she
divoreed the doctor 25 years before.
Tiffanw had also represented Grace
Brandenburag in another action, the
natuie of which was not disclosed.

Looked bad for old Doe? Read
Oon.

On Jan.
Judge Walter

25. he was taken before
D. Van Riper in
Essex County Court and released
in 15 minutes in $5,000 bail—still
a material witness. Developed that
the bullet could not have been fired
22 hunting rifle or the
.30 caliber Mannlicher, and a plau-
motive for the killing was
still to be established.

That same dayv the Hudson
County Grand Jury indicted Dr.
Brandenburg on an abortion count.
The doc sighed; obviously he was
being persecuted.

* =

FEW days later. Helen Worden

of the World-Telegram inter-
viewed Dr. Brandenburg in his

*

' moose-headed and lithographed
| sanctum, while 22 patients awaited

attention in the ..nte room.
“You ask me if I'm a doct
the underworld. Ridiculous!

tor to
~ 172 he

(Continied on following page)
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