ADVENTURES OF A NEWSHUNTER

. What Did You Do With the Body, Dearie?

By NANCY BARR MAVITY

Arthur Leroy Antoine was in some respects the most
unusual and certainly the most macabre mutderer L ever

mel,

x

Not that he was gny mastermind p'lnttip%.the perfect
11

crime. If would be on the safe side to deseribe

m ag stupid

—too stupld to tell one simple lie and stick to it or remem-
ber the next day just whal tale he had told the day before.

On the other hand, he
bade fair to make the wild
goose a permanent emblem
for all the law enforcement
and investigative agencies of
Alameda and adjoining counties,
from Cakland to Campo Seca.

He was an involved and torfu-
pus liar—yct so Iacking in or-
dinary imagination that he could
cook breakfast for his two chil-
dren on the stove in which hig
wife's bones were charring. Ile
had never, up to ite time of his

¥eorpug delecli”—vei he so be-
mused a jury on this point as fo
cscape A death sentence in {he
face of overwhelming evidence,
UNLIEELY PERSON

No ons would ever . have
picked the name of Arthur An-
{oine as likely 1o appear in the
paper, unless maybe among the
vital siafisties. It did, though, in
8 two-and-p-half-inch item ‘cn
March 217, 1928, Having remar-
ried four days after his first
wite left him, the item ran, An-
toinms faced a possibla bigamy
charge, The brother of the ga-
rage mechanic's bride of twa
months hed asked the paolice to
look into the bridegroom’s marl-
tal statuy, Presumakly I glanced
at the ltem, but if so I paid it
no mind.

Late the next evening, I mati
under the glarlng overhead
lights of a stnall bure rooin in

Cily Hall wilh Antfolne apd the.

I8-year-pld girl he had wooed
at her family’s ranch in the
autumn and had wed in January.

"Haven't you anything 1o tell
me, depric?” ghe asked him.

Will Lack of $300,000 Final

By GEORGE GRUNER
Tribune Staff Writer

1t Oliver Wendell Holmes
were alive loday, he would

another stanza to his famous
peem, “0ld Tronsides.” Far

.iakc pen in hand and write
|

although the U.5. Frigate “Con-
stitution™ is ne longer in danger
of being scrapped, a larpe sum
ol maney, {s again needed to re-
turn the historic ship to a state
ul firsl-class preservation,
Worltmen ot the Boclon Naval
Shinyard, home port nf Ol
Ironsides since 1899, are now
completing & $76,000 repair job
on  America’s  most - honored
fighting ship, but Navy spokes-
men clessify the work us only
“rouline.” The planning divi-
kion of the yard eslimales an ad-
ditional  $300,000---only  §2017
less than Lhe ship’s eriginnl eost
—is neecded la place the vessel
in the hesl possible conditian.
Bul rare indeed is the person
wha doex not 1hink the ship
worth every cent spent to main-
tain the symbel of the days
when victory rested in the sen-
manship and fighting ahility of
men, rother than in machines
and super-weapons, Her long
recatd—which runs the gamut
from ihe triumph 1hat estab-
lished the United Slates as a
navel pewer to n near-muliny

trial for murder, heard the words .

"Don't be, afraid.'" She stroked
his head and guestivned him
gently. "Ilow did you do it,
dearie? What did you do with
the body, dearie?” .

Antoine was confessing, In de-
tail, that he had killed his wile
with a hammer in January be-
cause ne eould not win Lila
Stovall without a Jegal cere-
many. With singular lack of
preseience of murder as a com-
plex business, and an indiffer-
ence le atmospheres, he ,had
brought Lila back to Oakland to
set up housckeeping for iimself
and the children, tv bang lter
elothes in {he same closet where
Jie had hidden Ada's hody out of

sight of the two litle boys, to .

¢ook on the eame slove whera
he had burned her predecessor's
banes, drenched in coal oil.

“Trust in God,” seid Lila, atfer
her hushand's arrest. “All will
be all right”

MUDDLED STORY

And it very nearly was. Ex=
tepl Lhat Aniolne, in response
{o neighbors' casual enquiries,
Eave them divergent accounts,
and ithey edmpared notes, Ex-
cept that ha brought his new
wile back to a neighborhoad
where questlons were sure to be
nsked, Except that he told Lila’s
brother Lloyd of a four-year-old
divoree fram his first wile, but
could produce no papers to
prove it,

Even so, a confession has ta
be proved by culside corrobora-
{ion, and Antoine made that
proel extracrdinavily difficult.
Lila hit lhe muil an the head

in her crew—is a miniature his-
iery af the evalution ef e {leet
of inday,

Dry rot s now (he main
enemy of Lthe [rigale, which has
been conguered only by the rav-
ages of ilme. And even 1hess
viclaries have heen only temp-
arary, for after each “cam-
paipn”  the Constitulion has
been rebuilt so thai in recent
vears ifs sppearance has been
the sume ns in the days of its
mnsl famous achievemenls.

Most of the 152-year«nld ves-*

sol's timbers helow the water
line are siil] in good shape, but
the side planking, exposed to
the nrir, is especinlly suscepiible
in deterioration, Approximately
80 per cent of ihis poriion of
the ship will have 1o be event-
ually replaced.

The current slatus of the
Navy in the Departmenl of De
fense casls a shadow on the fu-
ture af the greal naval shrine.
Qfficials wonder, In the face of
recent entbacks in sppropria-
lians for 1he sea service, where
funds for the necessary work

S
w,ﬁ_

when she nsked, “What did you
do with the Lody, dearie?” An-
toine was glib, but he was varl-
pus. He evaded the question,

both then and when the authori-
tles asked it without the endear-
ments. The wild goose chase
Was on, R

First, one mild spring twitight,
8 rayalcade of police and press
carg larruped up lo Carquines
Bridge, where Antoine sald he
had thrown two punny-sacks of
Ade’s remains into the water
after removing the bones. Tt was
a guiet sunsel, I remember, and
he stoad in silhouette, leaning
slightly over {he bridge parapet
to point vul the exact position of
his heave, The sacks were heavy,
lie said.

This, of course, brought the

Contra Cosla nutherities into
the picture. Bonts and grappling
hooks -were hired. University
and Government experts calcu-
lated the drift of tide and un-
dercurrent. The newspapers kept
“death watch” on. proceedings
—the first of many such vigils,

For it hecame increasingly evi- -

dent that Antoine was playing
for time and focussing the atlen-
tion and energies of e suthori-
ties first an one gpot and lhen
anplher. .
INDEPENDENT SEARCHES

In addition to following =ll
hiz leads—just in case he might
at one time or ancther b telling
the “truth—the authoritles did
not neglect to make independent
searches of their cwn, with
varying secrecy, depending on
the nlertness and luck of the
closely pursuing press,

In the midst of this rat-race
and during a femporary lull, I
was sent out to Berkeley o lank
inle & minor matrimonial
mix-up. On the way, the camera
man confessed that he had inad-
vertently left his tripnd at the
“murder” collage -in Fast Oal-

will be obtained. Even tha
£75,000 used In {he present
“rouling” repair was not direct-
1y approprisled by Congress for
lhe Canstitution, The money
was -gssigned {o ihe Baston
Naval Shipyard by the Ruresn
af Ships from Navly general
funds,

I’resent repairs, expecled to
be compleled by Juune 30, con-
sist chiefly of the Installation
ol a new bowsprit and the re-
consiruction of epars end
rigging.

RBiggest phase ol the current
project |5 the forming of the
new bowsprit.  Four %0-foot
Douglas {irs, felledd in Oregon,
were brought te Boslan to ba
shaped by warkmen under the
direelion of Thomas F. Murray
of Dorchester, Mass, masler
wandworlker at the yard.

Modern machines proved in-
adecquale te handle the Y0-foot
timbers, so the warkers had to
use hroadaxes, ndzes and draw
knives—the same fools used in
ihe construrilion of the Irigale
more than & cenlury ogo,

Murray, whose experience
wilh ship construction dales
back to 1804 when he first cama
to work at {he yard as an ap-

land the day before. We sgreed
ta make a sneak detour to pick
it up on the way back to the
office.

But all ideas of secrecy were
forgotten when we drew up to
the curb behind a couple of

police cars and saw a knot of

men abserbedly digging in the

back yard of the house on Brown §

Avenue, The policemen were too
intent to notice cur intrusion for
a mement. One of them lited up
a spadeful of glutinous enrth
that waflted a sickening ador.

“Careful, boys, looks like this
might be it,” he warned,
MINUTE TC WONDER

1 had & minule {o wonder just
how much I could take, a re-
luctance immedialely overborne
by a guick lcok around which
confirmed the impression that
we were the only newspapermen

on the scene. I took a deep

breath and Leld it

Somebody grumbled: “'What

.the hell are you doing here!" hut
did not stop to pursue the sub-

jeet, The cameraman set up his &
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recovered triped ut n vantage -

point just beyond the - clrcle.
Visions of mn “exclusive" dis.
cavery of the first Mrs. An-
toinc’s missing body obliterated
sll natural revulsion, »

Al last the surrounding earth

was lossened and a core of solid
mass was carefully lifted, There

are monients when snticlimex

ean sirike as hard as auy shock, '
The' poll had exh d—
the body of a dog.

Stll, the carefully concealed:
fact that police search had con-
tentrated on lhe Antoine back
yard was well worth a new
“lead,” I beat it to the nearest
telephone, Perhaps my suspenss’
build-up was tov good. At any
rate, when 1 sprang the dog on
him, the cily ediior blew up with
A loud report, ‘

i had not beew assigned that

prentice shipwright, knowe as
much sbhout ihe condition of
Oid Ironsides as any living man.
In ihe continuous employ of the
naval installatiun since 1925, he
worked on the ship during the
major rebuilding program  of
192730, and j& now in charge
of all weodwork shoard,

The Constitution, which prob-
ably has travelled mnre milea
than kny olher ship of her Lype,
may never ngain feel the surge
of arean swells beneath ler
prow, for experls na longer con-
sider the vessel seaworlhy.
Visited by more than 4,600,000
persens during a tdur of 90 At-
Janlie, Guif and Pacitic Coust
+ porls during 1940-34, the vesscl
iz now thought to br too fraii
ior such n journey,

But move and more people
eacl year come to Boston {o
visit the fameous ship, whoso
declks once fell the fanlsleps of
some of the mest illusirious
personages in U.5, Naval history.

Closed 1o 1the public during
the war emergencey, the ship was
ngain opened for inspection in

Seplemher, 1945, From that
time unt il Mnay, 047, ap-
proximately  IM0,0N0  persons

were logeed abonrd. That fig-

i T

Arthur Letoy Antoine {lsit), after killing his wife, Ada, in
order {o morry her successor, Lila [rght), told police he had

tosned the hody over Cunquinex Bridge and polnted out”
) the spot: boats cnd apparatus ware ussambled for days of
dredging eperaiions, as showr ntho.—Tr!.buno photos,

morning to cover the Antolne

case, he told me, but to lnter-.

view a woman in Berkeley,
What was I doing in East Oalt-
land, anyway? All this T had Lo
teke, berause it i# n fixed ethic
among reporiers {o {ake the rap
when necessary, and always 1o
cover up for one of their frllows.
The matter of the mislaid tripod

ure wos almost doubled in 1948,
when 174,000 visitors viewed the
ship’s relics. An even hlgher
mark was seb in 1949, due e
longer viaiting hours during the
summer montha,

Americans have not been the
anly visitors aboard ihe frigate.
Royalty, oo, has stnod in awe
beneath  her masts.  Foreign
dignilaries who have toured the
ship in its leng history include
a king and queen of Greeee, an
Egyplinn  viceroy, a king of
Nnples, Queen Wilhelmina af
The Netherlands, the Grond

Duehess of Luxembrourg, the.

Dulke and Puchess of Windsor,
nnd Pope Pius 1X,

No ship now alloal can bonst
a rocerd of service equalling
that ef O1d Tronsides. Fully re-
commissioned on divecd orders
nf President Ruosevelt in
Augusi, 140, Lhe Constlution
has served since as lhe fiagship
of the commnndant af the Firsi
Naval District.

Twe older vessels—lhe Con-
Klililinn's sister ship, the “Con-
slellation,” and the Brilish 100-
gitn “'Vielory"—slill exist, but
their. slalus §5  entirely di(-
ferent,

SISTER SHIP AFLOAT

The Constgllation, lnunched 13
days before Old Tronsides, still
flnats, hut only the hull of this
nld ship temning, The same
nrder which recommissioned
the Conslilution placed the Con-
Rlellation in “reduced eommis-
sion.” It ia estimated thot a zum
of, §2,000,000 would he reguired
to place her in n stole of repair
comparable fo that of ler sis-
ter ship.

Tha Victory, Admiral Lord
Nelson's flagship al Trafalgar,
was Jaunched in 1785, but ghe
no longer feels ihe touch of the
sea. The ship hns bgen im-
bedded in & conerete base al
Partamouth, Englond,

The current delerioraiion of
Q14 Ironsides cannot he olassi-
fied A3 an emergeney in 1he
ship's life. Many limes in the
nast the frignte has bern closer
1o facing either demolition or a
grave at sea,

Taunched at Reston Oclober
21, 1707, altar {wice sticking on
the ways {an oceurrenze which
superstilious sallors interpreted
a5 boding i1l for the future of
the ship), the Conslilution has
been decornmissioned more than
five times in her long history.

It was lale in 1028, afler the
Irigate’s fighling days were
over, that Oliver Wendeil
Holmes read of plans to scrap
the vessel,, His heart-felt poem,
blasting the "harpies of the
shote,” resulled in n public
clamar which saved the vessel
for fulure generations. Another
majer erisis in the life ol the ald
ship eame when plans were
made to use 0ld Irensides as a
target for guns of the modern
flect. Again, an uproar al prao-
fest prevented her destruction.
HISTORIC FIGURES

Lending weight {0 the tradi-
lions of the frigale is ihe long
list of naval heroes who com-
manded her. Caplain Samnel
Nichelson was her first 8kip-
per, Olhers who followed in-
cluded Caplain Isaac Hull, Com-
mnidore Keward Preble, Captain
Siephen Decalur, Commodnre
John Rodgers, Caploin William
Balnbridge, Captrin Charles
Stewert, Captaln John “Mad
Jack" Perelval end Lisutenant
George Dewey, the admiral of

must on no amcrount be men-
ticned,

I mada a mental nots thet I
would have to ecome up with §
sumelhing pretly gaod on the §

Antoine case to expunge my

gaffe. The chance did not come

at once--bui it rame.

(Mext weel: "The Wild Goose

Chise,")

y Strike Colors of 'Old Ironsides'?

Spanish-American War famae,
Dewey served aboard the ship in
1880, when the vessel was being
used tn irain midshlpmen at An-
napolls, M. g
Nor ghould her erew he for-
gotlen, CQutstandlng among
these men was Neuben James,
whn, during the burning of the
{rignie "Philadeipbin® In Tripoli

harbor In 1803, toak ha blow §

of an enemy cullass on his awn
hend 1o sove the life af Deeaiur,

Ii wag hy the slim margin of
ane vele {hat the Congress of

1" possed sn nct authorising

1he canstruction of six frigalcs,
ane nf which became the Con-
slitulion, A leading exponent af
ihe establishment of the first
snips of the modern Amarican
Navy was President Genrge
Washingten, whose words might
well be repeated by present-day
ndvorates of n lurge sea arm of
defonse:

“lo secura rospect, a neul-
il flag requires n naval farce
erganized and ready 1o vindiente
it Irom jnsull and nggression,”
REVOLUTIONARY DESIGN

Were At nat for the fact 1hal
the ways beneall Old Tronsides
sapped inder her great weight,
the vessel would be tha oldest
Atnerican {fighling ship aflont
today., The frigale was orig-
isilly scheduled te be launched
on Seplember 240, 1787, but the
iwo delays in sliding her inlo
the water enabled the Constella-
tion 1o fouch the sem fivst, on
Cetober A,

Many Iamous Tigures of col-
onial days eontributed to the
huilding of Q) Ironsides. Paul
Reverc's factnry supplied the
copper rivels and bolls for her
frame, Beilsy Rass turned outl
the {flags and bunting, Bul
neglected by muony chroniclors
ol the great ship is the man who
made possibie her many viclar.
lps—1ihe designer, Jashua
Humphrreys,

The lines of the Constilution
were the boldest slep forward
in ship construction in a decade.
She was larger than the British
Irigates and fnater ihan: the
French, Her hreight ahove
wialer—more than eighl {feet
ahove lhe gundeek porl sills—
made il pnssible [or her to on-
page cdouble and (riple-decked
ships in bad weather or hravy
seas, when larger vessels were
forced to close thelr lower gune
deck paorts.

Humphreys dealgned ihe
ship longer and broader than
existing Irigates of that day.
Her Jength was 204 feet and
beam more than 45 feet. Her
tonnage was 1395 angd displace-
ment 2300 fons, The Constilu-
tinn rarried 140 tons of ballast,

The stability of the ship al-
lowed her lo carry n heavy
spread of vanvas, In 1808, while
heing lowed, the frigate broke
laose &nd made sail, estahlish-
ing a record of 131 knots—n
pgood mark even for ships of re-
cent years.

LIVE QAKX USED

Wood used in the ships con-
struction included live pak, red
«cedar, white onk, pitch pine and
lacust, hewn in states ranging
from Malne to South Caralina
and Georgia,

At ihat time, ne other nation
hed used live oak for shiphulld-
ing, and America's use of thia
now wood was derided hy
Eurcpean naval experts. The

tured

Brilish called our ships “fir-
buill’ frigates.” Later, thelr de-
rision turaed lo respeck

The heavier guns ol the Con-
slilution were anolher, departs
ure fram eoneepls af the period.
Other frigates o! her size wore
equipped with tA-pounders. Cld
Tronsides was designed lo carry
44 Z4-pounders, but naflen was
armed wilh as many as 54 puns.

During her fighting career,
the Conslilulion captured or de-
streyed ‘'more thon 20 enemy
ships. Her most famous engage-
ment. was  with  the  40-gun
Dritish frigale, Guerriere, off
the Gu¥ of &1, Lawrence on
Avgusl 19, 1812,

As the Brilish ship opencd
fire, the Constliution, under
Caplain Hull, bhore down an the
enemy vessel in silenee, her
gunners holding smaking punk
matches near loaded eannon,
Then 1he vrder to fire was given
and the rtoar of n broodside
cchocd ntross the water. The
Guerriere’s mizzenmasl lappled
inin the sea.

A few broadsides later, the

Dritish  ship's foremast and
mainmast fell and the baltle
was aver. The Guerriere was

such o wreck that it had te be
sunk. lislorians say the en-
pogement, which lasted only 30
minuies, marked the emergonce
af the Unilerd Stales as a great
naval pewer,

EARNED NICKNAME

1L was during this baltle that
1he Conslilulinn carned the title
of “Qld Tronsides.” A roundshot
fram the Guerriere sbruek the
wanden sides of the frigafe and
honneed off inta the sea, causing
a crew memhber to declare that
“her sides are made of iron”
The lille caught the public’s
fancy and loday ihe ship is
prohably betler. know by that
name.

The Constifulion's last great
viclory occurred February 20,
1815, niler ihe Trealy of Ghent
had bren signed and the war
with Great Britain ended. Cap-
inin Charles Stewnrl, wha had
not been advided of the end of
hoslilities, ran down and ecap-
the Uritish frigate
“Cyane™ nnd the sloap "Tevant?
in a three-cornered baitle, The
Levant Iater cscaped when a
British squadron took up the
pursuit af the American ship.

Ne wvessel of the modern
Mavy has served as [lagship as
many times, or at a8 many sla-
linns, as has the Constitulion.
Her flng record includes; 1803,
fleet atlacking Barbary pirates;
180¢-10, home squnadron; 1821-
28, Mediercanean  sguadron;
1833-38, Mediterranean sqund-
ron; 1838-41, Pacific squadron;
1842-43, hame equadren; 1548.
53, Mediterranean wnd African

First Naval District,

Tranienlly, a nenr-mutiny onca |

accurred on 1his famnus ship. It
was during 1007, The Conslilu-
lion bad bhean on duty in ihe
Medilerrunean sinee lale in 1803
and {he crew had become did-

cantented pver iheir long so- ot

Journ awiy repin hame.

While lied up i {he harbor nt
Syracuse, Capiain Hugh Camp-
bell, then in eommand, learned
ol sedilious sentimenis growing
In the crew and gave the order
to put o frea, Commands {o "un-
maor ship” were ignored by the

i
i
'~;
g

.

Y

reamen, Th wns not unlil ‘after -

the captain had assombled the
ship's afficers, armed the Marlne
ruard, and made an impassioned
plea lo the sailors that they
moved 1o iheir posts and got
the ship under way,
black mark an
pregt  recard  was
averied.

LOTUND-WORLD TRIF

narrowly

Old Tronsides’ many erulses

included a tirip around the
world during 1044-46, The west«
{o-cast voyage, which covered
55,000 miles and
porls, included 405 days al sea,
Her skipper at that time was
Captain "Mad Jack™ Percival,
who in hiz early days nf sail«

ing had heen impressed by tha -
British Into service aboard Lord :
Percival was -

Nelsanjs Victory.

26 {oreign -

Thus, & . ..
the {Irigate's .

67 hefore ihe round-the-world “:

trip was over,

The Constituiion’s lpst visib
{e A [oreign porl was in 1878,
whea the frignte earried Amer-
ican exhibils fo France lor the
Paris Exposition. Iler carge on
this ‘rip included streetcars and
1 lacomotive.

Taken to Boston in 1807 for
the celebration of the ship's
100th  hirthday, .01d Irongides
lay there decaying until 1825,
when Naval authorities declared

the stiip would have to be com- |
plutely vesored pr she would rot -

and sink,

Millions of American schanl
children eontributed pennies to.

for

almaost  $1,000,000,

raise [unds
which cost

the praojeet, "

Congress approprialed $300,000 -

1o finish the job.

Since thut time, anly ‘rou.’ -
iine” repairs have been made on
tha frigate. But Nnvy spokes-
men point out that when ane .

other major reconsiruction is
underiaken at least a partion
of the weod that will be needed
is rendily availzble.

Live oak felled more than 100
years ago was used in the ree
stofalion of 1927-30, The ree

mainder of this supply is now in |
storage in & pond near Poriss '
mouth, N.H, ready to replace -

the “Jron” sides of the Constitue

ton that have become “rusted®

by time,
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a strange impression. 1 have
met tco many murderers to
regard them as a cldsy apart,
with a visible brand on their
forgheads. Experience has
taught me to regard them as
human beings like the rest of
: us, Yel when Anloine exiended
E -~ his hand ai parting, it required
‘ LY 3?11 definite effart of will for me
£ 1o take it. Phis reluciznce, this
irrational feeling that in shak-
ing the hand aof Antoine I was
touching domething evil, iz a
reaction I had never felt be
fore, ‘and never sinca,

FLEASED WITH SELF

He war a alender, dark,

shambling, nondescript young
man. 1 there was a erafty brain
behind the dull brown eyes, il
was not a brain of high intel-
ligence. But ha was, on the
whale, well pleased with him-
self. There was self-satisfaction
in his smile. He, tha ignnrant
itarm hand, was baffling all the
tralned law enforcement agen-
cles of Alameda County, Even
though hs was ritting in jail, he
was “sltting pretty.”

He fed (he authorltles fhlse
alarms and had them gnash.
Ing thetr teeth in frustration,
For, though they had a slrong
web of circomslaniial evl-
dence, and had Iured Antolne
Inte confessing his gulll {o lls
socond wife, they were slitl
without exlernal proof that a-
crime had heen commiiled ot
all. They silll Incked the in-
dispensable “corpus dellell,”

The effaris of the Investl-
gators ta supply this lack netied
A mammoth eateh af rumors and
red herrings. A neighbor wom-
an reporled that she had seen
Ada Antoine alive after the data
~owhen, by Antoine's slory, he
v inad killed her., Hepe rose when
“~"a bedy wis recovered {rom Cor-

guinez Sirait—but It waz the
wrong body.

PINPOINT STAIN

An inch-by-lnch.search of the

Brown Avenue cattrge  finally

revesled in the crack where the

taseboard met the wall behind
the hed, a alngle, almaost micro-
scople, speck, The pidpolnt

Special to The Tribune
VIRGINIA CITY, Nevada,
June 25. — Time was when
. wnews from the Comslock va-
S riously transmitied, fivst by
Wells Fargo stage and Pony
Fxpress, Iater by ihe Qverland
Telegraph  and  muila aboard
the Incomparable Virglnia &
Truckes Railrond, came 1o {he
Ban FranciscoBay arca vibrant
with bonanza excitement. s
matter wag n rumored new fis-
sure at the 2000-foot level in
“Mexican™ or a rich new ore
body discovered in Best &
Delcher, The names that made
it news were lhoge of John
Mackay, Slippery Jim Falr ar
Nevada's peerless Senatar John
Percival Jones, hero of the helo-
caust at Crown Peint,
Three guarters of a conlury
afler the discovery
in Consolidated Virginia that
became known a5 the Rig
Bonanza, Virginia Clty iz still
i in the news and the wires and
mails that speed its progress are
again familiar with the names
af C Street, Bonanza Row and
the Crystal Chandeliers Saloon.

But the names of the Com-
stock’s personalities are no
longer lhose of the Silver Kings
—Fair, Flood, O'Brien and

incredikle

o

ADVENTURES OF A NEWSHUNTER ...
Wild Goose Chase
~ otarts Over Again

By NAMGCY BARR MAVITY
{Last of Twa Parts) .

Arthur Leroy Antoine was in jail, charged with the
peculiarly gruesome murder of his first wife, Ada. But
though the authorities were conviriced of his guilt, they
were not happy about the situation, Something was lacking

—something practically If not legally essential before the
case could be brought fo trial,

T interviewed Antoine during this interim, and received

slain, under expert analysis, was -

found to be human blood. This,
in addilion to Antoine’s own
slalement, and & tangle ef =us-
picieus circumstances, furnished
the necessary evidence that n
crime bad been cormmitted,
This was the “vorpus delicti"
-—suificicnt by lhe delinilien of
Jaw, but mighty slim pickings
for a jury. However, though
Antoine sent posses mnd press

scurrying sll {he way ta Cala- -

veras County and way poinls
with fresh mccounts of his hid-
ing place for the corpse, the
main oullines of ihe confession
itself remained unchanged. They
were deiniled,” revelling and
canvineing,

It wasg at ihis point that the
rily editor, or so I thought,
punished me for my "delouvr™ 1o
the Antoine back yard without
orders, He detailed me to at-
tend the Juvenile Court hear-
ing in which the Antoine chil-
dren would be made formally
wards of the couri—a routine
procedure in the circumstances,
kince their natucal guardlan was
awailing trial for murder,
LITYLE NEWS VALUE

It was svre 1o be boring,
time-consuming angd of no news
value, T spuilered. The ety
editor retorled that complete
coverage of mny slory meant
ihat ne siage of the proceedings
ke left unprotecied, The edilors
of other papers, I neled as I
ieok a senl in the sparsely len-
anird  couriroom, had mora
heart fur their poor down-
tradden reporlers, I viciously
doodled an arrow through o
heart—wifh mno reference to
cupid. 1 was menlally pliercing
the vilal orgons of my cily
edilor with a sharp inslrument
a5 minor cases deanad by,

Finally Anlaine was Lrought
over from the City Jail, looking
as little interested as I felt. A
subile change in his woice
brought me upright In my seat,

“Where Is your wife nt the
present iime?’ the court
asked, aceording to form.

"I have na ldea," spid Anloine,
“She left ma last January mnd

N Y. ‘Expatriates’ Rev

Adniph Sulro, ne cven the aver-
lords of the great Bank of Cali-
fornia, William Sharon and
Darvius Opden Milis, They are
the numes of such men of let-
ters as Roper Nutlerfield, Wal-
ter Van Tilbery Clark and
Jueius  Beche and  Charles
Clegy. Or lady contributors 1o
the coated paper magazines like
Katharine IHillyer and Kalbar-
Ine Hest. Or prolessional schol-
nrs such as Duncan Emrich, agn~
sistanil librarian of Congress for
American Folklore.

There are nalionally famous
arlisls such a5 Sheldon Pen-
noyer &nd professional ook
news reporlers like Ban Fran-
cizen’s Rasil Woon and  dis-
Linguished lilerary vigitors such
a5 Stewart Holbraok whn spent
a delighfed -two days on ihe
Comslock a month or 50 ago
and whose “Yunkee Exvedus”
promises tn be one of the impnr-
tant non-fiction iems of dhe
early summer hnak lisls.

Once the mest  celebraled
source of silver and gold bullien
ihe world has ever known,
Virginia Cily is now & foundry
of beautilul leflers, an adverb
mill. Literature has laken over
where once ithe mine holsts
rumbled and shipments from

“Carpenfar Gethic” facade of old John Piper house in Virginia City carrties oul mood of
bonanza days literary renaissance fathered by Lucius Besbs and Charles Clegg. who firal
came West in polalial privale rail car “Gold Ceant,” Bathreom of houss, mast elaborate
tn Nevade, Includés barber chair and o $ar, Phetes fom Grahome Hardy, Oallmnd,

“extrocled Irom  him

Alter leading authorilies on ene wild gooss chase cfter an-
other in seorch ol the body ef his murdered wifs, Arthur

I have not seen her sinca, X
hope zhe will make her where-
abouls known, and ret me out
of my present difficulties."

Then snd there Arthur
Antoine stond up in court and
repudiated his entire confea-
slon—in time, I haslily caleu-
lated us I rushed oul of the room
1o grab ihe nearesl telephone, Lo
make our final night edilion,
ours and no other!
HANDLED BY WARREN

11e was lying, presumably.
But alter &ll, the confession
by the
womzan he loved was the shaky
Lingpin of 1he prosecutinn. The
very absurdily and  ineensist-
ceney ol his lies made all-his
iestimony suspeet and, might
hapelessly muddle the case
agninst him as construcled by
the then District Altnrney, now
Governor, Earl Warren,

A Judge may Instruct a jury
unill he s hlue in the Ince
that clrciimstanilal cvidence 1%
of no less weight than dircet

ive Virginia City's Bonanza Days

the Comslock ioday are manu-
seriptls of novels, critical essnys
and hislorleal studies,

Mest reeent of Lhe arvivals o
Be installed on Mouni Davidson,
s Nevado's Mount Pacnosus s
officinlly known, is the icum of
historiuns  gnd  speciallsis  in
Wostern Americann of Locius
Beahe and Chuyles Clegp.

Known for such imporlantl
contribulions to ihe lare af the
nid West nz “[1S% West, The
Sapga of Wells Farpo” and 1iheir
monngraph en ihe Virignia &
Truckee Railroad aof fragrant
snempry, Beebe and Clegg hove
come inlo possessinn of ihe one-
iime Virginin City lhome of
Inhn Fiper of Piper's Opera
Tame at the corper of A and
Uninn Streels and have scb in
mntion the machinery of iheir
own personal  adjeclive-redu-
cing mill in what amounts to
an explosion of Vietorian ele-
gance, .

The auihor-pholographer
team, which functions in inier-
changeahle caparcitios, first came
1o Nevada scveral years sago lo
tuke pietures for their now
clagsic "Mixed ‘I'rain Daily, A
Book of Sherl Line Railroads,"
the $127% rail colleelars' item
which beeame & hest scller,

)

evidence and thal a whole
corpse 1x not required for a
corpus delicti, But it Is an'nn-
safe bet that 12 members of &

- Jury will find {liemsclves able

to accepl these instructlons
absolutely and Jlterally,

At the tris], the conflession
way zdmilled In evidence, wilh
all s grisly deluils of how
Anlvine spent 18 hours hucking
his wife's flesh inle slrips while
ihe children slept, {hen stuffed
ihe pieves info o closel oul of
sight during ihe day. 1t relaied
how he poured kerosene opver
her bones and set fire to them
in. the stove, coflking the litlle
hays' breakfast by iheir heot.
The experis brought farwaed
iheir laboratory analysls of ihe
{iny bloodsiain behind the bed.
SUSPECTED OF LYING

But all the snme the suthari-
tes cantinued tn quesilon An-
toine Again and &gRin As {0 what
happened next—what he had
done wilh the body. It was the
suspiclon ~that Anlcine was a

They returned aboard their pri-
vale railroad car “The Celd
Consl" {wo years npa and
spolied i1 under i{he cotlon-
wonds of Carson Cily while tiiey
gullered melerinl  far iheir
Wells ¥arge chronlele, one of
ihe maost sumpluous and hilac-
juus  colporate  hlstories  on
record,

Last fall, when it became ap-
parent 1hal the days ol {leir
heloved Virginia & Truckee
Hailroad were numbered—iney
had meanwhile wrillen itx offli-
cial hislory in book form pub-
lished under the tille “Virginia
& Truckee, A Slory of Virginia
City anr Comstack Times" puh-
lished hy Grahame Hardy of
Qakland—they  purchased 1the
John Piper House into which
they moved in June.

In April, Beebe resigned from
the edilorial slall nt the New
Yark Hernld Tritune, where he
hnd served ifor 22 years var-
iously as city reporler, fealure
writer, conductor of the famed
Sunday “Opposite Editarial
Page,” drama veporier, editorial
canlribular und aulhor of ihe
ayndicaled column "This New
York,” which was published for
many years in Tho Oekland
Tribune, 10 devate his energies
ia bool and magazine weorl.

“I've seen the elephani,” he
suys wl his 20-udd years as the
Tribune's most de luxe reparler,
“and now I want to sce what's
on the other side of the hill. Mot
Murray Hill, but Gold T
ELABORATE BATH

To restore John Piper's house,
a subzlantial twa-slory frame
struciure with the bay window
and nrnamental irim so dear to
ithe Vietorian heart and a mnap-
nificent view down Six Mile
Canyon Irom ils bedroom win-
daws, to ita original flarid mag-
nificence, the new owners re-
tained the same Sunset Boule-
vard decorator from Hollywood,
Robert - Hanley,
ranged the now famous decor
of their “Gold Coast,"

Crysial chandeliers, avrchaic
clectric lighting fixlurcs, ma-
hogany bedreom sets and looped
and fringed draperies were
freighted up ninety yecars aga,

One of ihe bedrooms was con-
verled inlo what is probably
the most elaborale balh in
Nevada and inrcludes not only
the sccuslomed and conven-
tional plumbing but also a plush
barber chair, magazine racks,
a rocking chair from San Fran-

. ciseo's Palace and a small bar

An clahoraie branze chandelier,
also a gift fram the Palace,
gives the apariment a waguely
baliraom atmosphere,

A feature of thz Piper Housa
whirh nevar fails to attract the

attention of visitors when they

Lercy Antolne, having escaped the deafs pwnalty, o Jast

who had ar- |

came forth with the right ““tip” and semt policemen scumry-

liar—and scunder judgment was
never madel-~which had first
brought Lloyd Stovall to the
Qakland police statlon, dlssatis-
fied wilh hiz brelher-ln-law's

‘glib but too wvarious efp]ﬂnn—

tions of ‘the end of his first
marriage. Cluinsy lying stacted
his downlail—but, ns it inrned
out, it served him briler ihon
brillinnt planning, '

For 1bis same inconsistency,
muddle and confusivn tied the
presecution in a slein nf cob-
weby and stivred a sediment of
doubl in the minds of the jurors,
Tt Antpine had sald cnce ihuat
he killed his wile wilh n ham-
mer, he had alsa said ihnl he
snw ber jump ofl a bridge, And
where, O where was the bady?

Two months almast to the day
nfier the Iirst Inconspicuous
item- with ifs small Lwo-lne
head, “¥rees Bigamy Afler Too
Hasly Marrlage,” Arlhur Legoy
Antelne was found guilty of
first dagres murder, hul with B
rlder- fixing ithe penally at lifa

have admired the Tarl of Jer-
sey’s chandelier in the front
hall and the Vielorian barber
chair in ihe upstairs bhath, is

“the frent hall hatracl, Beebe i

1o the world of men's hals
upproximulely whatl Hedda Hop-
rer is to the world of women'a
chapesux,

VARIETY OF IIATS

Whea Jlast invenloried, the
hatruek Dblossomed wilh a gray
iup hal of rucelrack fashion, a
copnskin cap wiih four skinz in
ita inil which wns presenied
Berbe by the siafl of the HHer-
ald  Tribune when he came
West, a brord pininsman'g sam-
brero or Mornion, R bewler, an
apera hat and a deersialker ar
wldeawalte of Lhe sort iradi-
finnally aflecfed By Sherlock
Halmes, The hall elosel revealed
a sitk top hat, a clolh fravelling,
cap of exalamalory pallern, lwo
Homburgs and a rod hunilng
enp.

Seruliny of the DBeebe-Clegg
libravy is alse revealing. Aside
ifrom a formidable bibliography
ol Weslern Americann, Califar-
niana ansl railrvad hislories, it
is charpclerized by a curious
wmelange of the classical human-
ities and madern authors. Plale
rits cheek hy jowl wiih ihe
eample{e works of Gene Fowler.
There nre Tindar's "Odes lo
Vietory” in the original Greel,
Kipling, Hwinburne, Dowsgon
and “Mrs. Aslor's Horse” by
Stunley Walker, Buche's old
city edilor.

Spelling, Becbe admits, is noi
his sirong poinl and his warle
desk is equipped wilh English,
Spanish, French, German and
Latine dictionnries and the Offi-
cial Railroad Guide,

'WEST 15 BEST'

“Hoth Mr, Clegg and I feel
very strongly that the West ia
the nnly thinkahle place for us
to llve and npraclice cur profes-
slon which Is, essentially, that
of {he hlistorian,” says Beebe,
“"And the best of the West seems
tn be represented, lo our fasle
ayway, by Nevada, Calilornia
is, ol course, possessed of many
advantages and Sian Francisco
is the drenm cily of the world,
but you have a preposterons fax
siructure in-Chalifornia and then
again it's tull of people. They're
everywhere,

"Now hore in Nevadn there is
only one resident for every 40
square miles and thot's just
ahont right, A lillle averpopu-
lated but not offensively s0. We
can drive the 400 miles more ar
Iess 1o Vegas and not meet more
than five or six oiher cars and
that's juslt ahout perlect.

The current excitement in the
literary 1lves of Beebe and
Clegg Is the publicalion this
mnnth under the imptimatur of

Imprisonment, not death. Two
days later, having now nnthing
to lowe, ha led the deputy
sherilts on thelr last wild goose
chase, thls tlme to the bed of
Old River, In San Janquin
County.

The reportera stiil kept thelr
perfunctory  death-wateh, Dbut
with {he wesriness of the shep-
herd boy who had jumped lao
oflen Lo the cry of “woll” Tired
of wailing while the deputies
duy, they knocked off Ior hall
un hour tn gn to the nearest
lown for a bite of Junch—-all ex-
cepi one Jone voperler, gur own,
ingrained with vur vity edilor's
daclrine that no ungle of & slovy
is ever lo be left unprotected.
FIRST HAND STORY

This lime, nt long Inst, An-
toine had . told the iruth, The
exhumatlion was not a prelly
righl—bul §t was n benuliful
moment in the eyes aof the re-
porier, jubillant with an ex-
cluslve eyve-witness account of
ihe discovery,

But even then, Aniolne had
had tha st word, or lack of
it. 'The head to the budy was
not wlih the rest. Idenilflen-

_ilon hnd {o be inferentlal. It

has never been found o Lhls
day. When he enlered San
Quentin prison, Anloine
begged (hat Lila lis second
wiie be Brought lo see hhn
MHe liad smnething tmportant,
he saily to el her, hul would
reveal nothing mere. Perhaps
to lell Tor where the head—
the' actual, Ivng Josi, elinch-
ing, Identifixble corpus delicti

—could be found?

But by ihis 1lme the author-
ities had had quite enough, The
message to Lila was never de
livered,

Antolne sppearcd once ppoin
in the headlines lost year, Hig
ninth pelilion for parola was
denicd in 1948, at which iime
Governor 'Warren, who as dls-
triet ollorney had proseculed
him 20 years before, remems

Ing with spades 1o & dry rivar botlem, whers they exhmned -
the long-missing “corpus delict” of murder, oo

bered him as the most’ "ltruol
cious” eriminal ever sentenced
from Alameda County®

BYILL IS PUZZLE

Yet mgain, however, Anteine,
whose intermediate history had
been necessarily -uneventful
while he served his life sentence
lor murder, pruduced the unpre-
diclible, bewildering and dis-
comfiting event,

The prison authorilies re-
parded him as "a e man and
an excellent mechanie Grad-
ually he had won his way fo a
posilion of “minimum security,”
allowed the qunsi-liberty of *
wark on the prisor farm. Final-
1y he was transfevred last year”
to ihe Institution for Men at
Chino. L,

At this moment. of wrlling,
Arthur Locoy Anlaing 1s at
large. He cscoped on-April 13,
1049, ond has not bcen recap-
tured. Cnce apoin, 85 22 years
ngo, bemused authorities are on
ihe wild goose chase, and liking
it no beiter than beface,

*1949ers"” Lucius Beebe (rightl. and Charles Clegg, author-pholagrapher tegm, recalled
Greoley's suge words and lefl puslleus of New York for wide open spaces of Nevade,
Here the wrlters of “Mixed Train Daily,” omd “Virginia and Truckes,” compars notes on
torthcoming hoak, “Gheats With Slx Guns,” In Victotion eclogance of Virginia City home.

Grahnme Hardy ol Cakland of
“Liegenda of the Comstock
Lode a wolume of informal
essay on aspects of the Com-
slock hoth past and present.
“We have no pretentions fo
coniribuling anylhing new or
original 1o the Nevada story,”
says the aulhors, “Simply we
ihought it would be & good
thing 10 eollect in a single vol-
ume a number of the sagas of
Virginin City and the Comstock
region which are not altogrther
avnilable either in a single bonk
ot in poepular form. If the book

"is any suecess at all ps Toych

credit goes to E. S, Hammack,
whe did the atmospheric decor-
ations, as to the oulhors.”
“Now that thls I3 off our
hands we're devoling oun éner-
gics 4o a book of ghast towns,
probably 1o he called *Ghosts
With Six Guns™ which aur New
York publisher, Dutlon, has
scheduled for the fall of nexi
year, It will include profiles or

chiracter sludies of the past
and presenl of such places ag
Virginin Cily and Tonopah In
Nevada, Bodle and Panamint in
California and in Colarado, Cen-
tral City, Geargetown, Telhiride
and Silverton.”

The transition from ihe fop
hats and tailcoats of New Yark's
night clubs and lirst nights at
ithe theafer has been occom-
plished wilh a minimum of

frietion and discomfort by
Nevadn’s literary neweomers.
“New York just isn't an

American vity any langer,” says
leche, “I{ is p suburb of Europe,
ils newspapers are nothing so
much as foreign language publi.
cations insefar as they are
printed In English,

"The last of the American
colony in New York are fight-
ing a losing baltle, like Cusier

at the Little Big Horn, They are

in a hollow squnre at the Colany
and Jack and Charlie's but
spaner ot later they will be

wiped oul. We knew it was tima
ln got out and we ciled up the
Conesloga wagan and headed
west. At least in Nevada wa
dan't have {o ask for our bour-
ban in French

That Beebe and Clegg have -

heen  pretty well assimilated -

inta  their adopted state is
demonsleaied by the clreum-
slance that last fall they wera:
asked to write the historieal
pageant which was presented at
Carson Cily on Admission Day
and this spring Beebe delivered
the nddress ai the University
of Nevade's unnual eclebration
of Macksy Day in honor of the
memory of John Mnekay, |

“Keep the old things as they -
in Nevada he told his .

ace
auditors. “The past Is an asset,
Visitors to Nevada in search of
a bit of the old West's almos-
phere will take a dim view of
thinge if =]l they ara abla to
find is a little of the atmasphers
) Jf.tha new Hallvwongt = -
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